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Brunel, Pierre. (1992), Mythocritigue. Théorfe et parcours, Puf, Ecriture.
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Chauvin, Daniele, Andre Siganos et Philippe Walter. (2005), Questions ade mythocritigue, 1mago.
Durand, Gilbert. (1992), Figures mythigues et visages ae laeuvre. De la mythocritique a /a mythanalyse,
Dunod.
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1. H. Northrop Frye (1912-1991)
II. Frazer

I11. Carl Gustav Jung
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1. The Crab (1962)

equal felicity the evolutions of the celestial bodies, the trembling of leaves on their branches, the memory of
caresses.” See André Breton, “Artistic Genesis and Perspective of Surrealism,” Surrealism and Painting,
trans. Simon Watson Taylor (New York: Macdonald and Company, 1972), p. 73.

16. Calder is quoted in Marla Prather et al., Alexander Calder 1898-1976 (Washington, D.C.: National
Gallery of Art and Yale University Press, 1998), p. 230.

17. For critical reviews of Sweeney’s Houston show, see Campbell Geeslin, “Calder’s Master Line,”
Houston Post (Nov. 29, 1964), sec. 6, p. 6; and Ann Holmes’s two articles, “Museum’s Calder Circus Charts
Steps in Career,” Houston Chronicle (Nov. 29, 1964), p. 6; and “Calder’s Sculptures Are Brief, Potent,”
Houston Chronicle (Nov. 24, 1964).

18. Sweeney, Vision and Image, pp. 75-76.

19. Sweeney, Vision and Image, p. 74.

20. On the themes of the miniature and the gigantic in modernist aesthetics, see Susan Stewart’s brilliant
study On Longing: Narratives of the Miniature, the Gigantic, the Souvenir, the Collection (Durham: Duke
University Press, 1993).

Photo Caption Information
Installation photograph of the Alexander Calder: Circus Drawings, Wire Sculptures, Toys exhibition, 1964.
Photograph by Hickey & Robertson. Museum of Fine Arts, Houston Archives.
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version of the Doctrine of Correspondences found within ancient philosophical formulations of hermetic
mysticism.
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M. Griswold et al., Pierre Matisse and His Artists (New York: The Pierpont Morgan Library, 2002), pp.
162-63.
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writings “encouraged me, and many others, to believe | had something!” See Alexander Calder, Calder:
An Autobiography with Pictures (New York: Pantheon Books, 1966), p. 184.

9. James Johnson Sweeney, “Some Ideas on Exhibition Installation,” Curator 2 (1959), pp. 152-53. On
these themes, see also Katharine Kuh, The Artist’s Voice: Talks with Seventeen Artists (New York: Harper &
Row, 1960), p. 42; and S.C.F., “Reviews and Previews: Alexander Calder,” Artnews 61 (May 1962), p. 10.
10. Regarding the formally and philosophically complex status of the picture frame, see Jacques Derrida’s
discussion of the “Parergon” in The Truth in Painting, trans. Geoff Bennington and lan McLeod (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1987).

11. Among the works exhibited in Houston were thirty-one circus drawings that Calder executed between
1931 and 1932, the majority of which were loaned by the Perls Gallery in New York. Notably, a portfolio
featuring sixteen of these drawings was also published in the October 1964 issue of Artin America; Sweeney
had specifically requested that Calder’s dealer, Klaus Perls, lend these works to the MFAH. In addition, a
film displaying “Calder’s Circus” was screened at the museum in conjunction with the show. See Cleve
Gray, “Calder’s Circus,” Art in America 52 (Oct. 1964), pp. 23-31.

12. For related reviews of Calder’s exhibitions, see “Calder,” Art International 6 (no. 4, 1962), p. 80; Pierre
Schneider, “Art News from Paris,” Artnews 62 (Feb. 1964), p. 59; Donald Judd, “New York Exhibitions:
In the Galleries,” Arts Magazine 36 (May-June 1962), p. 88; and George Rickey, “Calder in London,” Arts
Magazine 36 (Sept. 1962), pp. 22-27.

13. The Philadelphia Museum organized this event in collaboration with the Fairmount Park Art Association.
Regarding Calder’s contribution to this exhibition, see S. K., “The Calders Carry on in Philadelphia,”
Architectural Forum 91 (Nov. 1949), p. 126.

14. Alexander Calder, “What Abstract Art Means to Me,” Museum of Modern Art Bulletin 18 (Spring 1951),
pp. 8-9.

15. Press release by James Johnson Sweeney, Jan. 24, 1963. RG02:03:01 Office of the Director, James
Johnson Sweeney Records, Correspondence, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston Archives. André Breton also
noted the conjunction of these themes in Calder’s art when he wrote that Calder’s work “conveys to us with
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Notes

This essay is an extension of my forthcoming book, Curating Consciousness: Mysticism and the Modern
Museum (Cambridge: MIT Press, forthcoming 2010). | would like to thank Alison de Lima Greene, Jeffrey
J. Kripal, and Scott Brennan for their generous and insightful responses to the text.

1. James Johnson Sweeney, Plastic Redirections in 20" Century Painting (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1934), p. 42. For critical reviews of Sweeney’s study, see Erwin Panowsky [sic], “Book Comment,”
The Bulletin of the Museum of Modern Art 2 (Nov. 1934), p. 3; Thomas Craven, “Art,” The Nation 139
(Sept. 26, 1934), p. 360; “Modern ‘Redirections,” New York Times (Aug. 26, 1934), p. 6x; Edward Alden
Jewell, “New Books on the Arts,” New York Times Book Review (Nov. 25, 1934), p. 21; Daniel Catton Rich’s
review in the Chicago Daily Tribune (Aug. 25, 1934), p. 6; and Barry Byrne’s commentary in Commonweal
21 (Nov. 23, 1934), p. 125. For an extended discussion of Sweeney’s study, and his professional and
theoretical overlap with his colleague at the Museum of Modern Art, Alfred H. Barr, Jr., see my essay “The
Multiple Masculinities of Canonical Modernism: James Johnson Sweeney and Alfred H. Barr, Jr. in the
1930s” in Anna Brzyski, ed., Partisan Canons (Durham: Duke University Press, 2007), pp. 179-202.

2. In previous texts, | have traced the embodied and gendered formalist discourses of the American
photographer and entrepreneur, Alfred Stieglitz, and the critic and author Clement Greenberg. See my
studies, Painting Gender, Constructing Theory: The Alfred Stieglitz Circle and American Formalist Aesthetics
(Cambridge: MIT Press, 2001); and Modernism’s Masculine Subjects: Matisse, The New York School, and
Post-Painterly Abstraction (Cambridge: MIT Press, 2004). For a discussion of the interpretive limitations
as well as the historical significance of formalist discourses, see Yve -Alain Bois et al., “Formalism and
Structuralism,” Art Since 1900: Modernism, Antimodernism, Postmodernism, vol. 2 (New York: Thames &
Hudson, 2004), pp. 32-39.

3. James Johnson Sweeney, Alexander Calder (New York: Museum of Modern Art, 1951), p. 7.

4. James Johnson Sweeney and Alexander Calder, Three Young Rats and Other Rhymes (1944; New York:
Museum of Modern Art, 1946), pp. xv, xviii.

5. Sweeney’ssourcesincluded the pre-Socratic philosophy of Heraclitus of Ephesus, the Taoist comparativism
of the Sinologist Arthur Waley, the passionate asceticism that characterizes the ecstatic writings of the
medieval and early modern mystics Julian of Norwich and St. John of the Cross, the hermeneutical discourses
on Christian mysticism produced by the Benedictine abbot Dom Cuthbert Butler, and the intricate visionary
poetics of T. S. Eliot, particularly Eliot’s seminal essay on “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (1920) and
the negative theology that threads through the later verses of the Four Quartets (1935-42).

6. James Johnson Sweeney, Vision and Image: A Way of Seeing (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1967),
pp. 112, 33, 22, 73, 188. By emphasizing the interwoven connections between the seen and the unseen
in the microcosmic and macrocosmic domains, Sweeney presented an aesthetically-oriented, modernist

17

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 14, Autumn 2009


https://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-39-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2025-11-17 ]

Conclusion

Thus by evoking lighthearted themes of childlike play, Sweeney was in fact advancing a serious
aesthetic philosophy that was based on a sense of sympathetic identification between viewers and the
artworks they encountered. This dynamic was realized through an imaginative projection of selfhood that
effectively dissolved the boundaries that structured the conventional distinctions between subject and
object, self and other. In the process, viewers could imaginatively experience a sense of “becoming one”
with the artworks they viewed.

Paraphrasing Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland stories, in Vision and Image Sweeney informed
his readers that “all true art must go ‘through the looking glass.””** Much as in the enchanted landscapes
of modernist exhibitions, in Wonderland Alice encountered elaborately costumed animals who displayed
human characteristics and she experienced dramatic shifts in size and scale, alternatively becoming miniature
and gigantic, as she ate curious cakes and drank mysterious potions. In turn, when Sweeney exhibited The
Crab and the International Mobile in the expansive space of Cullinan Hall, museum visitors could imagine
themselves as gigantic, as occupying an almost omnipotent position standing before a schematic universe
and observing the motions of its orbits; or alternatively, as miniature, as a diminutive being dwarfed
by enormous flowering branches or precariously engulfed by the legs of a gigantic crab.?’ Yet in either
scenario, the viewer was invited to transcend the normative boundaries of consciousness in order to fuse the
imaginative and existential domains, just as Calder’s artworks effectively served as aesthetic doorways into
these alternative states of being. In so doing, Calder’s works could aptly reflect Sweeney’s own mystically-
oriented curatorial vision, which was predicated on the belief that artworks display the “conception of a
macrocosmic unity through an assimilable microcosm.”

For Sweeney—and for us today—the museum represents just such a space for the transcendence
of normative conceptual boundaries, and for directly experiencing creative energies that typically remain
untapped and unnoticed. By purposefully “stripping away conscious critical attitudes,” Sweeney’s displays
of Calder’s art provided audiences with nothing less than the creative power to reimagine the formal
structures underpinning reality itself, just as the sculptures invited their viewers to engage in serious play,
“for adults only.”
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branches, as well as a somewhat more destabilizing conception of bodily excess and fragmentation, that of
a draughtsman with a dozen arms employing the etheric matter of empty space as the supporting ground for
a constantly shifting, invisible drawing.

Whether invested with cosmic, floral, or anthropomorphic associations, in all instances the mobile’s
dynamic play of motion endowed the sculpture with a decided sense of animate presence. Notably, such
mystical associations of animism struck a resonant chord with Calder’s own statements regarding the
technical production of his sculptures. Within the mechanical construction of the mobiles, the piercing of
the individual metal plates enabled greater air flow through the sculptures’ surface area, thereby permitting
an internal sense of motion that literally mobilized the artworks. Calder reflected on the conjoined technical
and symbolic aspects of his sculptures—that is, their animation and their animism—when he noted: “When
I cut out my plates, | have two things in mind. 1 want them to be more alive, and | think about balance. This
explains the holes in the plates. The most important thing is that the mobile be able to catch the air. It has
to be able to move.”*® As a result of the artist’s mechanical and aesthetic interventions, the mobiles literally
function as conduits of kinetic energy, as the sculpture’s shifting motions respond at once to the museum’s
ambient air currents and to the unfolding patterns of life around them. In so doing, the formal elements
of the sculpture provide a material framework for the accompanying interchangeability of their thematic
associations, that is, for seeing a flowering branch as another manifestation of a floating, suspended universe.
And much like Sweeney’s metaphor of a draughtsman with a dozen arms, the International Mobile can be
approached both physically and thematically from multiple perspectives at once, as the twenty-foot hanging
sculpture makes numerous points of view simultaneously available to its audience.

Notably, Sweeney not only expressed these visionary formalist ideas in his writings; he physically
implemented them in his exhibition strategies.'” As the museum installation photograph reveals, The
Crab and the International Mobile nearly single-handedly commanded the stark open space of Cullinan
Hall, while the bulk of Calder’s circus drawings and wire sculptures were placed in the museum’s South
Garden Gallery, where they effectively functioned as necessary creative antecedents that preceded the
fully realized grandeur of the MFAH’s own highly prized, recent acquisitions. Sweeney further developed
these imaginative themes further in his contemporary book, Vision and Image, when he emphasized the
necessity for viewers “to recognize this basic source which has always vitalized true art, namely art-play,
and to participate in it.” Elaborating on this concept, he questioned: “If we ask ourselves what are the
dominant characteristics of a child’s attitude to the world about it, the answer comes at once, ‘curiosity’ and
‘sympathy.” And sympathy in this sense implies an instinctive self-identification on the child’s part with the
object of its interest, in order to understand it. That is to say, ‘playing at” being something other than one is,
in order ‘to appreciate it,” as fully as possible, through an effort at sharing its existence.”*®
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the spring of 1962 from the Perls Gallery in New York. Later that year, he closely advised his friends and
patrons, the Houston art collectors John and Dominique de Menil, on the purchase of the International
Mobile. The Menils donated the mobile to the museum in memory of Marcel Schlumberger, who was
Dominique de Menil’s uncle and one of the founders of the industrial corporation Schlumberger Limited.

With its vividly warm, orange-red coloration and its simplified iconic presence, the abstract,
formal structures of Calder’s Crab readily coalesce into the familiar, witty form of a marine crustacean with
grasping pincers and a distinctive sideways gait. The riveted steel plates that comprise the main “body” of
the sculpture form a stable pyramidal composition that securely anchors the fragile curves of the creature’s
slender legs. When viewed in silhouette, these springy appendages display the sinuous grace of vaulted
arches. And when approached as a whole, the sculpture’s formal and thematic elements appear to be
counterpoised in a dynamic play of gravity and levity, mass and lightness. At the same time, The Crab
can be seen as a schematic archetype suggesting what a crab might look like in an imaginary, alternative
universe. Issues of size and scale are central to the overall effect of the work. This sculpture measures ten
feet in height, by twenty feet in width, by ten feet in depth. Just as The Crab retains the toy-like associations
of Calder’s earlier circus figures and nursery rhymes, the sculpture also assumes gigantic proportions as it
looms large before its audience.*?

Despite the significant differences that characterize the two works, in The Crab and the
International Mobile, Calder recreates a toy-like miniature form on a breathtakingly large scale, which he
then presents as a public spectacle. While The Crab immediately calls to mind a specific form of marine
life, the International Mobile remains decidedly more elusive and unfixed in its abstract points of reference.
Named for the occasion of its making, in 1949 Calder constructed the International Mobile—his largest
work to date—for the Third International Exhibition of Sculpture at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.®
Spanning twenty feet in both length and width, the mobile’s abstract configurations of floating black and
white forms can be seen as a schematic model of an imaginary universe. Building on these themes, in an
essay addressing the subject of “What Abstract Art Means to Me,” which was published in the Museum of
Modern Art Bulletin (Spring 1951), Calder commented that “the underlying sense of form in my work has
been the system of the Universe, or part thereof. For that is a rather large model to work from.”

Expanding on these cosmic associations, Sweeney attributed various organic and fantastic meanings
to the artwork in the museum press release that accompanied the formal announcement of the Menils’ gift.
In particular, Sweeney observed that the International Mobile “is perhaps the most subtly rhythmic and
elegant of [Calder’s] large hanging mobiles having a twenty-foot span and is twenty feet from its highest
point to its lowest when hanging. The elements are painted mat white with an infinite variety of petal
forms flowering from its branches. It has been said that the slow, easy motion of the mobile when stirred
by a breath of wind describes virtual volumes in space like a draughtsman with a dozen arms.”*® Thus
for Sweeney, the suspended forms of the International Mobile called to mind serene images of flowering
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distress more than anything else an oversized fish tank: no walls against which to place objects,
just light and lighter.

Previously, | had always approached the arrangement of an exhibition as the composition
of pictures or objects on walls or against walls. Here there were no lateral backgrounds! Fortunately
my material was objects that could benefit by three-dimensional presentation. My solution came by
my treating the gallery as an “aquarium” and composing the cubic interior by relating the mobiles
to the stabiles on different levels throughout, as if they were fish swimming through the gallery
space, rather than objects shown against two-dimensional backdrops” (Sweeney, 1959: 153).

Sweeney proceeded to note that his approach to “exhibition installation” was guided by the
perspective that, in a museum, the “visitor actually moves through the exhibition and becomes part of the
installation.”® Thus, unlike traditional modes of museum display that is structured by fixed boundaries and
discrete framing mechanisms, Sweeney’s innovative approach to museum installation actively included
making the audience an integral part of the show.® As a result, in the galleries at MIT, Calder’s sculptures
were creatively reconceptualized to appear as exotic creatures in an aquarium, while museum visitors
implicitly became interwoven within this fanciful terrain, as they navigated their way through the alternative
floating world of the Calder “fish tank.”

The desire to promote such a multifaceted, interactive engagement between exhibited artworks and
their viewers deeply informed the installations that Sweeney staged in Cullinan Hall, the Houston museum’s
modern wing. Designed by Mies van der Rohe during the fifties, Cullinan Hall was originally conceived as
a thirty foot high, column free structure that contained 10,000 square feet of open, flexible exhibition space.
Thus, when visiting Sweeney’s shows, viewers encountered individual works of art that were placed within
the collectively orchestrated work of art of Sweeney’s exhibition, which was itself situated within Mies
van der Rohe’s architectural work of art, Cullinan Hall. Moreover, Sweeney’s accompanying exhibition
catalogues, which were elegantly designed by Herbert Matter, offered additional literary and conceptual
frameworks for expressing Sweeney’s poetic curatorial visions.

Space

Sweeney organized the exhibition “Alexander Calder: Circus Drawings, Wire Sculpture and Toys”
at the MFAH in November and December of 1964. The Houston show coincided with a major Calder
retrospective at Sweeney’s former museum, the Guggenheim. Yet instead of presenting a comprehensive
survey of Calder’s career, Sweeney chose instead to focus selectively on a formative portion of the artist’s
oeuvre. In so doing, Calder’s early circus drawings, wire sculptures, and toys were presented as generative
artistic antecedents for Calder’s mature sculptural accomplishments, such as the museum’s own International
Mobile and The Crab.* Sweeney had acquired The Crab for the museum’s permanent collection during
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the miniature and the gigantic domains. The two men initially met in 1933 at Pierre Loeb’s art gallery in
Paris, where Calder was exhibiting in a group show that included works by Hans Arp and Joan Mir6. The
following year, Sweeney wrote an introductory statement to accompany an exhibition of Calder’s mobiles
at the Pierre Matisse Gallery in New York (April 6-28, 1934), and he prominently featured a drawing of
Calder’s sculpture, Object with Red Disks (1932), on the cover of an exhibition catalogue that he produced
to accompany a show at the Renaissance Society of the University of Chicago (1934).” Shortly thereafter,
Sweeney obtained this mobile sculpture, Object with Red Disks, from Calder for his own personal art
collection. In 1944, the two men collaborated on one of the most charming and sophisticated projects that
they would undertake together, the production of an illustrated book entitled Three Young Rats And Other
Rhymes. Notably, this seemingly innocent collection of fairy tales and nursery rhymes carried a discreet
warning label, informing potential buyers that this book was intended “for adults’ readers only.” Edited and
introduced by Sweeney, the volume contained a selection of poems and drawings on subjects ranging from
magical practices to “primitive” social customs, from polygamous sexual arrangements to human sacrifice
rituals. Each poem was accompanied by an original Calder illustration.
Sweeney organized important monographic exhibitions of Calder’s work at the Museum of Modern
Art in 1943, at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1950, and at the Tate Gallery in London
in 1962. Significantly, the Tate show represented a prestigious international venue that provided Sweeney
with a valuable opportunity to showcase Calder’s sculpture The Crab (1962) (fig. 1), which was then a
brand new acquisition at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH), where Sweeney served as Museum
Director. Two years later, Sweeney prominently featured this work and another of Calder’s sculptures,
International Mobile (1949) (fig. 2), in the MFAH exhibition, “Alexander Calder: Circus Drawings, Wire
Sculpture and Toys” (November 24 to December 13 1964).8
Sweeney’s exhibitions of Calder’s art at MIT and at the MFAH exemplify his mystically-inflected
curatorial approach. In particular, a humorous and revealing story is associated with the former event.
Writing in the journal Curator (1959), Sweeney recalled:
Alexander Calder had invited me to Cambridge to help him install an exhibition of his mobiles
and stabiles. 1 was to meet him at the gallery on a Saturday morning and work with him through the
weekend so that the show might be opened on the following Monday afternoon.

“On Saturday morning | arrived, but no Calder. Normally he is an extremely early riser.
I could not understand. But a few minutes later | was given an explanation: Calder had been in a
motor accident and would be confined to the hospital for at least a week.

I looked around. His sculpture had been unpacked. It laid, every item dismantled, in tidy
piles on the gallery floor. I was never mechanically inclined. But this vast dismemberment was not
what gave me pause. | realized at the same moment | was in a gallery that resembled to me in my
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gender, sexuality, psychoanalytic theory, metaphysics, and their embeddedness in broader cultural
histories.?

In this essay, | will expand this discussion by focusing on Sweeney’s interactions with the sculptor
Alexander Calder. Calder’s art provided Sweeney with a unique opportunity to invite viewers to “strip
away conscious critical attitudes,” and to experience imaginative visions of miniature worlds. Throughout
their collaborations, Sweeney often drew on the motif of the visionary child who engages in the paradox
of “serious play” in order to provide adult audiences with a humorous and appealing portal into Calder’s
modernist artworks. In particular, Sweeney emphasized the ways in which Calder’s images offered
tantalizing glimpses into fanciful worlds where only a thin veil separated the human and animal kingdoms,
and where the possibility continually remained open for an imaginative interchange between them. At
the same time, Sweeney characterized Calder’s art as exemplifying a modernist formal “sensibility to
materials that induces new forms and an insatiable interest in fresh patterns of order.”® When making such
creative leaps of associations, Sweeney observed that “the magic agency is the human mind,” a faculty that
enabled “a translation of the child’s expression into an adult expression,” just as Calder’s work embodied
an exceptional “instinct for the child’s point of view.” Thus when encountering Calder’s drawings and
sculptures, adult viewers were actively encouraged to rediscover the child within themselves.

The beginning of collaboration

At the outset, it is helpful to provide some brief background information on Sweeney and Calder.
Throughout his long and distinguished career, James Johnson Sweeney held a number of important positions,
including serving as the Director of the Department of Painting and Sculpture at the Museum of Modern
Art (1945-46), Director of the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (1952-60), and Director of the Museum
of Fine Arts, Houston (1961-67). When writing for the educated, museum-going public, Sweeney often
drew on the motifs of mysticism, that is, the instrumental capacity of aesthetics to express—and potentially
induce—transformational and transcendent states of being, coupled with the imaginative capacity to
promote the viewer’s symbolic ability to occupy multiple temporal and spatial locations simultaneously.®
Throughout his writings Sweeney similarly characterized the museum as a secular temple of art, and he
expressed the related belief that artworks perform a vital spiritual service to man. Applying these concepts
to the mission of the museum in his book of critical essays, Vision and Image: A Way of Seeing (1967),
Sweeney wrote that a museum’s “basic purpose should be to stimulate the aesthetic responses of its public
to a richer, spiritual life, to a fuller enjoyment of the spiritual over the material, of relationships rather
than things.” In this study, Sweeney also claimed that modern art and spiritual phenomena reveal “the
unseen through the seen,” just as works of art display the “conception of a macrocosmic unity through an
assimilable microcosm.”®

In Calder’sartworks, Sweeney perceived just such a fusion of the macrocosmic and the microcosmic,
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Introduction

In his early, influential study of modern art, Plastic Redirections in 20" Century Painting (1934),
the critic and curator James Johnson Sweeney (1900-1986) observed that “the value of formal criticism to the
plastic arts exists primarily in direct ratio to its efficacy at stripping away conscious critical attitudes.” For
Sweeney, the “stripping away” of normative expectations and perceptions was instrumental in formulating
highly creative visions within the alternative, miniature world of the modern museum. Yet what is perhaps
most surprising is the way in which Sweeney skillfully drew on securely-established modes of formal
criticism in order to frame a larger, visionary discourse on modernist aesthetics. Thus on one level, Plastic
Redirections can be read as a quintessentially formalist text in which Sweeney traced the evolutionary
development of the plastic sequence in modern art, extending from developments in later nineteenth-century
Impressionism to the abstract psychological works of “Superrealism” (what we now call Surrealism). Yet
Sweeney expanded on this seemingly stable interpretive base in order to express unexpected insights into
the relations between modernist aesthetics, spirituality, and mysticism.

In previous studies, | have traced the various ways in which prominent critics engaged with
formalist discourses in order to formulate compelling—and historically powerful—conceptual approaches
that entailed far more than the application of structurally fixed literary principles or abstract philosophical
theories to interpretations of twentieth-century art. Instead, the narratives of formal criticism were made to
extend fluidly into domains of modernist subjectivity that encompassed vivid conceptions of embodiment,
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Structuralist studies of myth respectively. The present paper begins with a brief introduction to these two
approaches and then deals with the causes of shift from mythocritique to mythanalyse and finally makes a
reading of the novel Aurélia based on the mythocritique approach.
Keywords: Myth, Criticism, Art, Mythocritique, Mythanalyse.

Playing with Myth-Makers: Poetry and Myths of Greek Tragedy in Theo Angelopoulos’s Poetic Cinema
Behzad Ghaderi Sohi, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of University of Tehran
Adineh Khojastehpour
M.A of English Literature
Theo Angelopoulos is regarded as the main figure of the New Greek Cinema. The wide range of allusions in
his films to Greek mythology and tragedy indicates his profound connection with the historical and literary
reservoir of his native land. This article explores the poetic essence of Greek tragedy in his films, focusing
on Ulysses’ Gaze (1995), and The Weeping Meadow (2004). The authors study the structure and themes of
these two films and the poetic symbols and motifs such as fluidity, river and source as well as some other
poetic elements of Greek tragedy, to argue that Angelopoulos stands as a latter-day Greek tragic poet who
uses Greek mythology for deconstructive purposes in today’s world.
Keywords:Greek Tragedy, GreekMythology, TheoAngelopoulos, Ulysses’Gaze, TheWeepingMeadow, Poetry.
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Northrop Frye and Myth Criticism
Bahar Mokhtarian, Ph.D.

Academic Member of Art University of Isfahan
The relationship between myth and literature has always attracted the attention of scholars, most of which
have even regarded literature as a subcategory of myth. Meanwhile, Northrop Frye, a western literary critic,
was the first to establish the relationship between myth and literature as a systematic framework within the
body of literary criticism. This paper attempts to have a glance at the New Criticism and the position of Frye
within this school, and then focuses on his experiments with the myth-literature relationship. Before dealing
with his method, we should have a brief look at his experimental method of recourse to the Holy Bible and
then its synthesis with the archetypal approach that is, on the one hand, inspired by Frazer’s Comparative
Anthropology and, on the other hand, is impressed by Jungian Psychology. It will then discuss two key
concepts of displacement and condensation in Frye’s literary criticism theory where they are applied to
explain the growth and evolution of literary structures from the heart of myth.
Keywords: Myth, Literature, Literary Criticism, Northrop Frye, Displacement, Condensation.

Campbell’s Theory of Monomyth Analysis with a Glance at the Narrative of Jonah and the Fish
Manizheh Kangarani
Academy of Arts

Joseph Campbell is one of the most significant contemporary theoreticians in the field of myths. Campbell
presented his theory of monomyth according to the motifs and common mythic themes found in different
cultures, and he discusses that myths follow uniform archetypes although they undertake transformation
as they pass through different cultures and take newer forms. This paper sets to study the hero as the most
important universal archetype and his transformation strand in the light of Campbell’s theory of monomyth;
then it presents a mythological reading of the narrative of Jonah and his captivity in the mouth of a large
fish based on the version of Jame’-al-Tavarikh and Campbell’s approach in order to achieve a deeper
understanding of the transformation strand of the hero in this narrative.

Keywords: Joseph Campbell, Archetype, Monomyth, Hero, Jame’-al-tavarikh.
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The Miniature Worlds of Mystical Formalism
Marcia Bernnan, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Art History, Hoston, Rice University

Throughout the twentieth century, prominent critics drew on formalist discourses in order to frame
compelling narratives on the complex relations between embodiment, gender, metaphysics, and
psychoanalytic theories in modernist aesthetics. A particularly suggestive example can be found in the
critic and curator James Johnson Sweeney’s interactions with the sculptor Alexander Calder. Sweeney often
characterized Calder’s art as the product of a visionary child who engaged in the paradox of Serious play.
As he formulated fantastic, alternative worlds populated by miniature and gigantic creatures. In so doing,
Sweeney promoted a visionary formalist approach that drew on Calder’s art to present a larger, mystical
vision of the expansive possibilities contained within the microcosmic world of the modern museum.
Keywords:
Formalism, Calder, Sweeney, Mysterious, Modernism Aesthetics.

Some Archetypal Unnoticed in The Occupation of the Ground of Jean Echenoz
[Imira Dadvar, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, University of Tehran
Jung, psycologist and theorist of collective unconscious, believed that in analysing the psychic we could find
the mythological motifs present in the unconscious of each individual. These motifs should be discovered
through a second psychic system, as it is not developed individually but is inherited and has eternal and
universal meanings. Archetypes are the most complete and precise form of these motifs which incarnate in
aesthetic and religious symbols.
In this paper we will try, through a new interpretation of The Occupation of the Ground, by Jean Echenoz,
and by considering Jung’s theory of collective unconscious, to explore some archetypal unnoticed in the
hidden layers of the story in order to be an answer to propounded questions.
Keywords:
Archetype, Image, Unnoticed, Collective-Unconscious, Ruin.
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A Reading of Caricature Discourse Based on Schémata Tensif

Morteza Babak Moein, Ph.D.
Academic Member of Azad University; Tehran

Schémata tensif is one of the numerous schemata on the subject of discourse. The schemata consists of
two different aspects which could be assumed as lining on axis y and axis x. The x axis (vertical line) is
proportionate to the amount of tension and emotion and deals with qualitative, intrinsic and emotional
values whereas the y axis (horizontal line) refers to the cognitive expanse and deals with quantitative and
numerical traits as well as spatiotemporal expanse.

Within this paper, based on the increase/decrease in co-vectoring/anti-vectoring tension and cognitive
expanse, four different possible schémata tensifs are defined -- namely, falling emotional-tensif schemata,
rising emotional-tensif schemata, two-dimensional rising co-vectoring schemata, and two-dimensional
falling co-vectoring schemata. Then it will try to find out in what schémata tensif the caricature discourse
would be placed. Having well defined the caricature discourse and compared its function with that of
dream, the paper will be carried with examples to show that the caricature discourse could be read based
on falling schémata tensif.

Keywords:
Schémata Tensifs, Discourse Rupture, Discourse Union, Caricature, Dream.
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Preface

The fourteenth issue of Pazhouheshnameh, as previous ones, consists of two sections. The first article
in the first section studies a few sample caricatures from a semiotic approach to discourse analysis. The
other article in this section is written by a foreign researcher who studies the relation of form and space in
Calder’s plastic arts (the article is originally written in English).

The second section of the current issue of Pazhouheshnameh is devoted to Mythological Criticism of art.
Myth make essential elements of human imagination and have a peerless role in literature, art, philosophy
and human culture in general, although it has been given little credit in criticism. The distinction of
Criticism, likewise all other critical approaches, is mostly with archetypal subjects. Despite the fact that the
issue of myths is as old as the history of literature, Mythological Criticism as a systematized and to some
extent independent critical approach emerged within the 19" century body of mythological studies and
has developed throughout the 20" and 21% centuries. This criticism has a history of its own within which
different paradigms and methods have been experimented - from classical methods to New Criticism and
Structuralism and so forth - which reveals it to be a rich and comprehensive critical approach yet not fully
explored and introduced. The widespread subjects of this criticism would exceed a single issue treatment
and therefore this special issue is but a first step towards introducing this significant critical approach. We
hope to have another issue to explore and survey other new approaches in Mythological Criticism with the

collaboration of researchers in this specific field of study.
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