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1. Ferdinand de Saussure
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2. Moscow Linguistic Circle
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10. Pavel A. Florensky
11. Edmund Husserl
12. Roman Jakobson
13. Noam Chomsky
14. Mikhail Bakhtin
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17. Yuri Lotman
18. Emile Durkheim
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23. super-Structuralism
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Semiology and Advertisement
Morteza Babak Moein
Azad University

In Paris school semiology founded by Greimas, various theories and methods are presented which can be
used to analyze the marketing of some publicity products or discourses. In other words, these theories may
be used as a means for the analysis of the semiology for a discourse or a study of a particular marketing.
One of these theories is called semiotic square introduced by Greimas. The sides of this square contain
fundamental semantic categories. Another theory which is a condensation of the theories of Greimas is
the generative process of signification, which can help explain the emergence of meaning from the deep
structure of discourse up to the superficial structure. In the analysis of discourse, we can also see the con-
tradictory relationship between the elements of the discourse in order to understand the significance of the

semiotic system. This paper will analyze some publicity discourse using these various methods.

Keyword

Greimas; semiotic square; generative process of signification.
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Narrative Perspective
Ali Abbasi
Shahid Beheshti University

The discussion of point of view is the most important aspect of narrative structure and can be contributed
to the narrative discourse of structure. Point of view is a textual system which leads the reader or viewer
of a painting to access the meaning. Point of view is one of the mechanisms which influences the reader.
Through selecting various points of views, the elements of a painting, film and story can be considered

from diverse positions and the discourse may be formed in another way.

As a matter of fact, when we face up to a discussion or text, we trace an identifying mind who has created
such discussion. The appreciation of the identifying mind and considering the technique of «point of view»

is absolutely significant. Therefore we try to find answers for the following questions:

How can one discover the identifying mind or minds in a painting, film or literary text? Who or what system
can determine the attitude of viewer which guides him/her to read a specific sequence? Or can one basically
classify such system? I try to explore some answers for these questions. Thus, at first the relation of narra-
tive act with the aspects and then the relation of aspects with narrative perspective will be defined. Next,
the position of narrative perspective or point of view will be illustrated and finally I will consider the issue

of narrative perspective from the view of Lint Velt.

Keyword
Point of view; Narrative discourse; Meaning; Discussion; Text; Identifying mind.
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Visual Signs: from Oscillation to Multiplication
Hamid Reza Shairi
Tarbiat Moddarres University

In its current implication, sign acts as an active, dynamic and generative element. This makes the passage
from one sign to another possible. This point confronts us with two genres of sign-sémiotique, the inten-
sive and extensive. On one hand, the intensive sign can open its door to the other signs and on the other it
can initiate a competitive process with other signs through closing its door to other signs. If a sign gives
way to the creation of another sign, we confront what is called duplicity or multiplicity of language. Nev-
ertheless, the openness of a sign to other signs (regardless of their challenge or association with parent
sign) shows that each sign can generate and accept infinite caller signs. That is why the caller sign always
oscillates between intensive to extensive, minimum to maximum, static to moving, presence to absence,
ordinary to extraordinary, usual to unexpected, from shell to core and isolation to transcendence ....

In fact through introducing this article, I intend to compare three indexes: fixed, variable, and provisional
to indicate how sémiotique oscillations emerge in the image and how they make the visual signs unstable.
Finally this instability will provide the ground for multiplicity of semiotic genres and mythopoeia or the

opposite, de-mythicization.

Keyword
Sign; Image; Multiplicity; Oscillates; Mythopoeia; Demythicization.
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Sign According to Derrida
Amir Ali Nojoumian
Shahid Beheshti University

One could argue that the “nature of linguistic sign” is the most important aspect of Ferdinand de Saussure’s
theories. This article, through presenting Saussurean system of signification, prepares the basic and neces-
sary ground for the main argument. In other words, introducing Saussurean semiology is the first step to-
wards presenting Jacques Derrida’s deconstructive reading of Saussure. In order to do this, the signifier and
the signified, their relationship, logocentrism, transcendental signified, and representation are discussed
and the point in which poststructuralist deconstructive reading separates itself from structuralist Saussurean
semiology is presented.

Keyword
linguistic sign; deconstruction; representation; signification; logocentrism; transcendental signified; post-

structuralism; Saussure; Derrida.
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Time in Virtual Space
Farhad Sasani

Alzahra University

Time in digital texts — whether in limited spaces of CDs, or theoretically unlimited spaces of internets — has
different structures, and accordingly various interpretations. To put it differently, temporal structure of vir-
tual spaces might be construed from various viewpoints: 1- internal time (including digital-program time,
and web time, yet a variety of times might be identified); and 2- external time. Aspect, usually coupled
with time, also branches into: 1- static; 2- semi-static; 3- dynamic; 4- explicitly multi-aspectual; and 5- im-
plicitly multi-aspectual. In this study, a comparison is also made between time in virtual space with time
(including tense) in language and time in imagination.

Keyword

Time; Aspect; Virtual space; Compact Disk; Web spaces; Real world; Imagination.

The Semiotics of Time and Passage of Time: the Comparative Study of Verbal and Visual Artworks
Farzan Sojoodi

University of Arts
The issue of time, passage of time, conceptualization and expression of time has always been considered
by philosophers, on the one hand, and semiologists, on the other, and has led both to study how the concept
of time and passage of time in various texts is established. The present article initially observes the gener-
alities of the issue, then we consider the views of Lakoff, one of the theorist of cognitive semantics. Next,
through comparative study of time and the ways of its expression in various verbal and visual texts, we try
to answer the question of whether painting which uses quite different means of expression and differs with
verbal texts is able to make the concept of time and the passage of time and how.
Keyword
Time; passage of time; painting; the semiotics of visual (pictorial) texts; semiotics of tim.
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Evaluation of Russian Semiotic Approach to the Art
Ahmad Pakatchi
Emam Sadegh University

While the French and American semiotics are grown up on the basis of linguistics and logic, the main
ground for semiotics in Russia was literary criticism and art criticism. In order to answer the question that
to what extent semiotics has abilities for explanation of artistic features, we should have an overview on
teaching of Russian semiotics and its historical grounds. What is critical in the approach of a structural sci-
ence to the art is the dominant structure and ignoring the place of individual as the creative factor.

In first steps, the most efficient role in the formation of Russian semiotics has been played by the symbolists
and formalists whose main field of study was literature and not language. In the further steps, we should
notice the important role of Bakhtin and his followers whose emphasis on Dialogism has criticized struc-
turalism and paid special attention to the place of creativity in language and art.

In Moscow-Tartu school, in the stage of promotion of Russian semiotics, we can also realize the place of
creativity as a key feature in artistic activity away from orthodox structuralism. They have discussed the
issue of individual and creativity seriously and extended its place in the system of culture.

Keyword
Art Criticism; Creativity; Individual; Structuralism; Symbolism; Formalism; Dialogism; Tartu School.
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Art research more than any other academic field is associated with and dependent upon the culture and
ideology of any society. Art research is constructed on the cultural and ideological superstructures (institu-
tions), as it celebrates the cultural and specifically the creative portion of a society as the body of its subject
matter. Therefore a need to make a deep, rather than current superficial, understanding of the mainstream
research methods of the countries who have outstanding background in this field is felt in order to come
up with a novel design for our own art research — a kind of strategy which could take into account our own
artistic and cultural characteristics. Such plan requires a firm belief, determination, and especially an inter-
disciplinary or inter-institutional collaboration between art, literature, and philosophy - an urgency that
confirms our recent need for an interaction between different fields and exchange of ideas. Accordingly, a
constant call for scholarly research journals all over our artistic and scientific community is felt so that the
resulting variety and abundance of ideas in the field would direct us towards a more au fait standpoint and
would finally provide better desicion-makings on the priority of our cultural requirements. Nevertheless,
there are ages of distance between our present position and that deferred ideal.

This research journal will thus attempt - beside other present art research journals — to supplement the cur-
rent circle of artistic researches and publications with more specific and determined subjects. The present
research journal reflects the articles of The Academy of Arts’ research groups and at the same time calls
for all researchers, scholars and intellectuals to collaborate in the research subjects that will be announced.
As stated above, this journal tends to provide new critical approaches toward the study of specific subject
matters; it also attempts to ideally present a new approach to art research within the Iranian-Islamic cultural
context. Therefore it would not be surprising if it shifts from one subject to another as its basic concern in
different journal issues.
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Preface

Along with the growth of academic research in recent years, the arts research is fortunately given more
significance. Whereas the emergence of numerous academic courses and even majors of art research or
the philosophy of art promises a fruitful future, our academic community is presently in need of a more
fundamental rethinking over the art research per se. For although plenty of artistic studies are being carried
out in our country, the make-up of art research for itself has rarely been the subject of studies. In fact, what
is of great significance nowadays is a research on art research and it is not possible to find an answer to the
unanswered questions until a key agenda is set in order to fulfil such a demand. One set of these questions
are those of research methods and strategies. Among the serious problems of art research in our country
is the scientific-based quantitative and statistical approaches toward the category of art research. Such at-
titude whose base could be traced back to the supreme levels of decision-making research institutions has
marginalized art research so much that it has never had the opportunity to be effective at the decision-mak-

ing levels.
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