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18. Imanuel Kant
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19. Merleau-Ponty
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be seen. As was already acknowledged, the opening up of what can be seen in a representation requires
that the representation is given in a unified and synthesized way. The representation itself must “show up,”
so to speak. Put differently, the image is not a “given,” but a dynamic coming-into-being of what we see.
An image is not something static, but something that is forming itself throughout the experience of seeing
it.1 Acts of seeing and listening are acts of our shaping power, which may be seen as analogous to an act of
sculpting with our hands, by means of which an expressive configuration (in music temporally defined) is
formed out of and shaped into a Gestalt (ein-gebildet). In music, the performance, both of the players and
of the listening, shape what is heard. The same occurs in pictures, namely, the performance, both of the
expressive elements and of the seeing, shape what is seen. Since perceptual image theories cannot make
sense of the formative process, however, they are not able to get sight of what — with the aid of Gadamer
— | have called “image” in this paper. As Gadamer himself in his dialog with Carsten Dutt underlines:
“a formed image [Gebilde] precisely is not constructed. This implies that all of our constructions, which
includes all attempts through which we turn towards formed images, must be taken back again. We are
forced to come back again and again to what is formed in the image” (Gadamer 1993, 59).

Conclusion

Though | am aware of the brevity of the last section of the paper and of the inevitable distortions of my
elucidation of Wollheim’s approach to images that flow from this, a reduction seems to be appropriate in
order to see, clearly, the difference between his approach and the hermeneutic approach. If we were to
broaden our critical scope to include other approaches, such as the semiotic (Barthes 1985), the cultural
(Mitchell 1994) and the perceptual approaches (Hopkins 2006), such analyses should consider how the
following: how non-hermeneutical theories do not get hold of [1] the “ergon” character of images, [2]
the self-referentiality of images, and [3] the holistic dimension that the hermeneutic theory focuses on.
In addition, since almost all other theories of the image overlook the Platonic legacy, they must pay an
exorbitant price: they must give up the idea that images (and art) are related to truth.z

11. Hence Bildliches Sehen — plastic perception — should be understood as analogous to listening to music, since what is seen
is akin to what is heard while listening to music: neither involves a separate act of meaning construction, which lies on top of
an act of perceiving.

12. I should underline that I am also aware of the shortcomings of the hermeneutic approach; for instance, if we would com-
pare it with the very sophisticated recent approaches to images, such as Lopes’ and Hopkins’ theories (Lopes 2004, Lopes
2006, Hopkins 2006), we might find the hermeneutic approach limited. While this topic should be discussed in another
paper, as a gesture in that direction, one might say that the greatest weakness of Gadamer’s conception is its Platonism, the
consequence of which is that we are unable to understand the specificity of different media as social and cultural practices.
In addition, the hermeneutic theory of images does not help us in developing a theory of pictures, for it remains bound to art.
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The Superiority of the Hermeneutical Approach

Richard Wollheim has worked out a sophisticated approach to images, especially paintings. Since his theory
is in parts very phenomenological, as he does not give up the central role of perception, we should take a
close look at his approach to art and images. One of his central claims against semiotic and culturalistic
theories is that all approaches to images that try to reduce images to signs fail because they do not take into
account that representations must appear in material bearers in order to be representations.® For example,
the picture of a table represents the table in the paper, but does not point beyond the picture (though it can
point beyond itself if it is taken to be a sign), whereas the word “table” points immediately beyond the
material marks and scribbles because the scribble “table” does not represent a table. Wollheim calls this
experience of something in something “seeing-in” and claims that “seeing-in” is the unique condition for
images and pictorial representations (Wollheim 1990, 47, 54, 59, 64). For another example, seeing clouds
on a wall with shadows requires the viewer to see something in the shadows, namely the clouds. Similarly,
outline pictures require us to see something in them as faces or maps.

Wollheim’s argument that seeing-in is prior to meaning since otherwise we would not know what the
meaning is a meaning of (Wollheim 1991, 107, 144), would certainly be supported by Gadamer. However,
perceptual theories, such as Wollheim’s theory, cannot account for the internal self-referentiality of the
image, as it comes into being through experience and performance. With Gadamer, we must maintain
that images are not simply based on seeing something in something but that the act of seeing something
in something is first and foremost the opening up of seeing something permanent and ideal, which then
makes possible the opening to what can be seen. As | have argued above, images require an appearance
in their own unity and as their own unity, beyond their individuality. A picture of a cloud is only to be
called an image when it is seen as an appearance of “the” clouds, and if it gives us a view of the clouds.
The interpreter would not have anything to interpret if she would simply have or see clouds. Only if we
conceive the representation of clouds as a view of clouds, do we take the representation to be interpretable.
Consequently, what perceptual theories, such as Wollheim’s theory, do not take into account is that the
process of “seeing-in” is itself not neutral; instead, it must be conceived as a formative and hence dialectical
process, within which the act of seeing constitutes what is visible and what is visible constitutes what can

10. The bearer can also be the human body, gestures and movements. In this vein, Susan Langer has similarly claimed that
dancing follows the same structure. In the context of myth and dance she writes: “The dance creates an image of nameless
and even bodiless Powers filling a complete, autonomous realm, a ‘world.” It is the first presentation of the world as a realm
of mystic forces” (Langer 1953, 190).
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skeleton of writtenness and not to its formed image [Formgestalt]. It is the formed image
that comes forth thanks to the means possessed by the language of art in poetry, sculpture
and picture, which in the flow of its play builds up the Gestalt. Afterwards, the work can
be articulated and this may enhance the real seeing or hearing of the work so that it gains
in differentiation. In general, however, the formed image of the picture or of the text takes
shape without any critical distance. The event of emerging as experienced by the viewer,
hearer or reader, i.e., the performance as experienced—the Vollzug—is the interpretation
(GWS8, 393; translation altered).?
What Gadamer has in mind here is quite simple. He wants to point out that reading is not a two level
process within which we first see the colors and signs on the paper, which we then somehow interpret and
connect to meaning; rather, reading is itself the very process that articulates what is read while we are
reading it, and as such, reading forms into a Gestalt. For example, reading poetry, which was originally
meant to be read aloud, is not — as Gadamer points out — a simple reproduction or doubling of the text:
what we call “the” text or “the” poem is forming itself throughout the activity of reading, the consequence
of which is that from the hermeneutical perspective a poem does not exist independently of its being read,
collected, structured, unified, and formed into an image. Everyone who has heard Ginsberg speaking
Howl or Celan speaking Der Tod ist ein Meister aus Deutschland knows this. Reading is not identical
with “speaking out,” but requires the internal structuring of meaning, which depends upon the relation of
whole and part, retention and protention, memory and anticipation, etc. Reading, accordingly, is a “plastic
process,” which can be applied not only to buildings, texts, and music, but also to images in the narrower
sense, namely, to pictures.

I shall now come to the last part of my paper, in which I will briefly deal with Wollheim’s main
thesis about representation and perception, thereby showing both its distinction from and its inferiority
when compared to Gadamer’s theory.

I shall now come to the last part of my paper, in which I will briefly deal with Wollheim’s main
thesis about representation and perception, thereby showing both its distinction from and its inferiority
when compared to Gadamer’s theory.

9. The quote is taken from Wort und Bild, the translation of which is available online at http://nasph.tamu.edu/. Palmer trans-
lated “Formgestalt” with “design;” however, Gadamer seems to mean by “Formgestalt” what he calls “Gebilde” in Truth and
Method. In addition, while Palmer translates “durchgliedern” with “taking apart,” “articulation” seems to be the better option
(for the sake of coherency).
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we should understand perception, which is part of the exhibition of the work in theater, television, movie
theater, concert hall or museum, as a form of celebration [Fest]. “[W]atching something,” as Gadamer
puts it, “is a genuine mode of participation” (GW1, 129; TM 124) throughout which we not only establish
a unique being-together with the work but also experience the formation of the image throughout the
participatory activity.®? The ideal of what Gadamer has in mind can be seen in what we usually call
celebrations and parties. A party is a gathering of people who — beside strategic and instrumental reasons
— are celebrating primarily their togetherness and friendship. In celebrations, as Gadamer puts it, “we are
not primarily separated, but rather gathered together” (RB, 40).
Let us summarize what we have discovered so far: the constitution of pictures is in principle very similar
to how the viewer participates in theater plays, where images form themselves throughout the performance
of looking and interpreting them in an act of “participation” and “celebration” (TM, 123). Both picture and
participant change through the picture experience, and dynamically constitute the image itself by virtue
of the activity of participating in the experience of images. Consequently, seeing material pictures not to
mention the very visuality of pictures are forms of the “articulation” (TM, 91) of images.
Perception and Reading
As is well known, Gadamer’s approach to meaning and image is informed by his reception of Heidegger’s
concept of perception in Being and Time and by the general phenomenological insights provided during
the last century. | will not repeat basic claims about the internal relation of structuring and perceiving
within the holistic framework of Heidegger’s philosophy here. Instead, | will start with Gadamer’s claim
that seeing is a form of articulated reading, within which the formed image is constituted in the way we
described it above. Gadamer’s reflections are again closely related to the German language, for in German
the word “Lesen” is not only used for the process of reading a text or a picture, but also for the process of
harvesting. Moreover, harvesting is connected to collecting [4uflesen], dispersing [Verlesen], reading out
[Vorlesen] and re-reading [Nachlesen] (see GWS8, 393). Gadamer states:
This harvest is the fullness of sense that is built up into a structure of meaning and
similarly with a structure of sound. There are likewise the building blocks of meaning:
motives, images, and sounds. But these elements are not letters, words, sentences, periods
or chapters. No, these things belong to grammar and syntax, which belong to the mere

8. In a similar fashion, Susanne Langer and Ernst Cassirer have claimed that images are dynamic categories that establish
themselves in their own self-reference.
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and subject-object model of how we experience art and pictures. As Gadamer puts it, because imitation
and presentation “are not merely repetition, but a ‘bringing forth,” they imply a spectator as well. They
“contain in themselves an essential relation to everyone for whom the representation exists” (GW1, 120;
TM, 115). How should we further understand this essential relation? I shall deal with the answer to this
question in the next section of my paper.

Image and Participation

We should first point out that every presentation and every performance, even the modern practice of
painting and modern museum culture, depends (in some form or another) on a relation between the
audience or spectator and the performance or art object. This relation is manifested in specific practices.
For example, the audience of a play or a movie is not only neutrally and objectively “observing” the
play; rather, the audience is a moment of the event that we call a “show” or a “showing.” Usually, we go
to specific places, such as the theater, in order to “be there” and be part of what we experience, such as
the play or the movie. Put differently, we not only have to be with the representation but we also become
part of the representation. If we want to see paintings, then we usually go to museums, where paintings
are exhibited. But exhibitions are essentially the same as what we call showings” or “performances” in
theater and in music, where although what is exhibited is, of course, the work itself, the exhibitions are
more than simply an establishment of visibility, since to be exhibited means that the audience or the
spectator can be together with the work. Listening, seeing, touching are all forms of this “being together
with a work,” on the basis of which the image constitutes itself. In this connection, it is important to point
out that the world that ties work and audience together changes over time and is socially constituted. For
instance, whereas museums are an invention of the 19" Century that requires us to visit them if we hope
to participate in an exhibition and be part of it, dissimilarly, prior to the 19" Century, we probably would
have encountered paintings in more private settings or in political environments. However, leaving this
question of the specificity of the cultural settings and social practices aside for a moment, it nevertheless
seems reasonable to claim that audience and work have to be “present together” in a specific historical
way, and that the togetherness is characterized by the fact that the audience and the work participate in
the presentation of what shows itself throughout the performance.” Consequently, according to Gadamer,

7. Gadamer further determines this being present” as a temporal notion, which he calls “Contemporaneity” [Gleichzeitigkeit]
and which “forms part of the being of a work of art. It constitutes the nature of ‘being present’....Contemporaneity...here
means that a single thing that presents itself to us achieves in its presentation full presentness, however remote its origin may
be” (TM, 332). Watson points out interesting relations to Walter Benjamin’s theory (Watson 2004).
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difference: the image is related to itself and is — in Hegelian language — a for-itself [Fuersichsein] (see GW1,
143), since the relation that the image opens up does not point beyond its representation but comes to being
in the representation.* Put very simply, the image comes into being through its formation. For example,
a painting of a landscape does not (primarily) refer to the “real” landscape; rather, as a condition of the
possibility of reference, it is related to what comes into being and presents itself in the painting, which
is (according to what we have said so far) the enacted or formed image. Accordingly, the image should
be understood as the specific unity of the presentation (Darstellung): in this example, the presentation
of the landscape. As Jean-Luc Nancy has pointed out, the German term “Einbildung” (imagination) —
literally “in-forming” — can also be understood as a form of unification (Einung, ein-formung), which
means “making one.” Something must — in order to be seen — appear unified and in a synthesis (Nancy,
Ground of the Image, 83-84).5 This “living unity” (RB, 43) is the condition of the possibility of the seen.
In our perceiving of the landscape in its “look” and “view,” we are referring to what the object, here
the specific unity and look of what we perceive, offers us. \We are expressing something about how the
landscape shows itself as a landscape. It is precisely this presentation of itself in its unity that Gadamer
calls “formed image” [Gebilde], inasmuch as the image always appears as a specific structure and in the
form of synthesized elements that are unified in a specific, noticeable manner. In Nancy’s words, an image
is an “aspect that makes itself seen” (Nancy, Ground of the Image, 85).

I shall now come to the next step of my paper. The image as that which presents itself in its representation
is, as | pointed out, not a static or immediate entity; instead, it has a temporal dimension and, moreover,
the image is something that comes into being. We must now ask how this coming-into-being should further
be conceptualized and understood, and what relation it bears to a possible audience or to the spectator
of the image. The answer to both questions can be found in the introduction of the term “participation.”
For with the introduction of both terms, Gadamer ultimately tries to overcome a simple epistemological

4. As James Risser puts it, “the presence of what is presented stands in its own right as a completed whole in the presentation”
(Risser 1994, 128; see also Tate 2001, 62).

5. What Heidegger has in mind is a form of being-seen and visibility that is presupposed for every entity to be addressed. It has
to show itself. For example, as Heidegger argues in his discussion of Kant’s concept of imagination in the First Critique, image
means the very way in which something must be given to us as itself. A reproduction, as Heidegger remarks, presupposes an
image, since before the reproduction can refer to something that it is not, it must show itself as a reproduction. There is, we
might say, always an original: “what presents itself does so always in its showing-itself” (Nancy, Ground of the Image, 86).

For Heidegger’s interpretation of Kant’s concept of “imagination/Einbildungskraft,” see especially Heidegger, Kant und das .1
.Problem der Metaphysik, §20
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established through the play (representation) and that they are put together in a synthesis established by
the actor. In German we call an actor a “Darsteller,” which means “presenter.”® But what is it exactly that
is presenting itself in the representation of Shylock? Let us listen to Gadamer:
Only through this change does play achieve ideality, so that it can be understood as play.
Only now does it emerge as detached from the representing activity of the player and consist
in the pure appearance (Erscheinung) of what they are playing. As such, the play — even the
unforeseen elements of improvisation — is in principle repeatable and hence permanent. It
has the character of a work, of an ergon and not only of energeia. In this sense | call it a
formed image (Gebilde) (GW1, 116; TM, 110; translation altered)
What Gadamer has in mind here is the unified view of what appears throughout the performance and
play. It is precisely this view - as distinguished, but not independent from representation - that he calls
“image.” It should be clear by now that Gadamer is neither interested primarily in “mental” images nor in
“material” or physical images; rather, following Heidegger on this point, he claims that both mental and
physical images have as their condition of possibility the process of imaging within which we discover the
image as that which shows up and comes to being in and through a representation. Gadamer’s conception
of images implies that images let us see things independently from their “locations” as either physical
or mental. Moreover, images are connected to all art forms, including theater, music, and the fine arts
[Bildende Kunst].
Gadamer’s reflections have their roots in specific key terms and in semantic fields of the German language.
In German one can say, for example when one sees a spectacular landscape, “What an image!” [Was fuer
ein Anblick], which literally means “What a view!” or “What a look!” However, the “view” here does not
refer to a subjective feeling or subjective impression of the landscape: it refers to the appearing landscape.
In other words, we must — even in the case of an aesthetical perception — take into account the difference
between the landscape and how it appears within itself; for the landscape is perceived not simply as a
percept but as a specifically constituted and appearing landscape. Indeed, images always imply at least
a simple difference between the content (landscape) and the appearing content (view [Anblick]), which
several philosophers, from Sartre to Colin McGinn, have addressed as the “negativity of the image,” and
which other philosophers (in a similiar context) have referred to as an “iconic difference” (Boehm 1995).
In the hermeneutical context, we should underline that the negativity of the image constitutes an internal

3. The translator of Truth and Method unfortunately translates “darstellen” with “representing.”
34

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

that we are watching a play, such as Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice. One of the major characters
of the play is a Jewish money lender called Shylock, the figure of which has produced a lot of discussion
and accusation of Shakespeare as an anti-Semite. Depending upon who plays Shylock, the configuration
of the play changes. For example, in the newest film adaptation Al Pacino plays Shylock in a very complex
way, which allows neither for a final judgment of Shylock’s character as the money hungry merciless Jew,
nor as the exploited figure in the play. The complexity of Pacino’s masterful play allows us, as viewers
— despite all debates and battles over the meaning of the play — to discover Shylock’s character anew.
Accordingly, we should take into account three level in our analysis of the play’s meaning: First, the actor
(Pacino), second, the represented character (Shylock), and third, the character as it presents itself in the
represented (played/interpreted Shylock). The last category is the most important category, as it leads to
the important insight that the “represented” is neither outside of the representation nor simply identical
with the representation. The represented in this special sense, and taken as something to be formed,
will be called “image;” | will later point out that perceptive approaches to the theory of images, such as
Wollheim’s approach, do not take this important category into account.

Let us translate our example into Gadamerian language: the actor, here Al Pacino, is an individual with
a specific history, education, background, etc. Throughout the play the individuality of Pacino himself
disappears behind being an actor of a specific character, which is in this case the character Shylock.?
However, being an actor means that the actor not only gives a performance within which a character
is represented: the performance is at the same time the ongoing establishment of a character; it is the
performance of a character. The being of the character is indeed constituted throughout the performance
and cannot be found as something outside of the performance. Even if a real person exists that the actor
represents, the constitution of the representation remains ultimately independent of the real referent. This
character, as it appears in and throughout the performance, has its being only in the performance, and not
beyond the actual play. In other words, what we call “the Jew Shylock™ is neither a naively understood
imitation (which Gadamer rejects) nor simply represented by Pacino; rather, the character is systematically
built up and presented — which Gadamer calls darstellen — by the actor, here Al Pacino. Although images
can only be found in representations, they are built and formed on the basis of an internal difference
from the representation. Playing a character precisely means that specific aspects of that character are

2. Even in Brecht’s conception of actors as the attempt to break down the difference between actor and representation, the

fundamental disappearance of the specificity of the actor’s “real” individuality remains in place: even in the extreme case that
an actor plays herself, this difference remains intact.
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that images are complex articulations that depend on the participation of the viewer/interpreter in the very
process of the image-formation, and that they disallow a disconnection between object and interpreter.
This image-formation, as I will claim and briefly elucidate, ultimately leads to a theory of images that is
superior to perceptual accounts.
Gadamer’s Essentialism: Image and Eidos
In order to understand Gadamer’s hermeneutics of the image, we must clarify the connection that he draws
between image, eidos and essence. Let me start with a quote, which is taken from a section in Truth and
Method, in which Gadamer discusses the concepts of representation and imitation, both of which he tries
to reinterpret and recover from their general philosophical dismissal:
the situation basic to imitation that we are discussing not only implies that what is represented
is there (das Dargestellte da ist), but also that it has come into the There more authentically
(eigentlicher ins Da gekommen ist). Imitation and representation are not merely a repetition,
a copy, but knowledge of the essence (GW1, 120; TM, 114).
Here, Gadamer is dealing with the connection between representation [Darstellung] and imitation,
the relation of which can be (going beyond the quote) expressed in two theses: [1] the relation between
representation and the represented is not a copy or reproduction; and [2] what presents itself in the
representation is not something static that could be immediately identified; rather, it comes into being and
remains “fluid” throughout. The result of both [1] and [2] Gadamer calls “formation” or “formed image”
[Gebilde], which the English translator unfortunately translates as “structure.” The formed image is to be
understood as an active and dialectical notion, and leads throughout its constitution to a clarification of
itself. The constitution of an image, according to Gadamer, is a self-referential process, a point to which
I will return.
For a better understanding of what Gadamer has in mind, let us first examine an example. Let us suppose

1. By “perceptualism” | do not mean a theory about how images, such as paintings, come into being (for this see Bryson
1991, 63). Bryson’s thesis that perceptual accounts are unable to give an account of the social formation of images can be
addressed by hermeneutics. The social dimension is here part of the historical constitution of images. In addition, the critique
or affirmation of perceptualism in image theory depends upon the concept of perception used. For example, Bryson operates
in his critique of perceptualism with an empirical concept of perception. If we assume a phenomenological concept of percep-
tion, such as Heidegger’s concept, then Bryson’s critique could easily be rejected. Gadamer’s theory is, as should become
clear throughout my reconstruction, beyond semiotic and perceptual accounts, though it remains closer to the latter account.
According to Gadamer, images and works of art are based upon their specific presence, which does not allow for an extreme
semiotic account of images that takes what comes to presence in a representation to stand in an arbitrary relation to its mean-
ing. According to hermeneutics, however, meaning constitutes itself in its Da.
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Introduction

Gadamer’s conception of “image” is of interest for a general philosophy of images and imaging in
particular for two reasons: in contradistinction to most contemporary accounts of images, such as the
linguistic (Goodman/Barthes), the cultural (Mitchell), and the perceptual accounts (Wollheim/Husserl/
Hopkins/Lopes), [1] Gadamer does not give up the traditional horizon indicated by concepts such as
“eidos” and “essence;” [2], he develops a general concept of images that can be applied to all art forms
(GW1, 140) as well as to a general theory of pictures, and [3] the hermeneutical concept of images is (a)
based on a dynamic conception of images and (b) is beyond both a realist and mentalist understanding of
pictures/images.

In what follows, I will first reflect on this general notion of image, after which I will more concretely deal
with the process by means of which images are constituted. I will conclude my reflections with a brief
confrontation of the hermeneutic project with one of the more recent and for phenomenological theories
important theories of pictures, namely, Richard Wollheim’s analysis of “seeing-in,” which | use as an
example for the perceptual account of images. Due to time constrains, | am unable to do full justice to the
perceptual account, and, in addition, I will not at all address the semiotic theory of images. | will argue
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“invisible object” of “desire”, that is to say, the “mysterious immanence “of the “Ab-ground ” of a finite
historical existence.?

Or will this new “poetry” have to “be-speak” what is most visible and yet oft neglected, namely, the
ultimate fragility of “Being” in the “Ab-ground” of “Da-sein’s” unrecognised “suffering” even more
concretely? | confess that | have no “simple” answer to such questions. Provided, of course, that there
may ever be “answer”s, be it simple or complex, to questions of this sort.Yet, it is clear that the “promise”
of such a future “Dichtung™ shall be that of “problematising” the oft dogmatically “simplified ” rapport
which binds, to echo Merleau-Ponty, the “visibly concrete” to the “concretely invisble”.

Indeed, the “promise” of this “Dichtung”, that of the endless “problematising™® of the present (in light
of its ever “unnamed ” future) is not exactly a “new” one. For it sheds light on the “movement ” (away
from all present day ““idols™ ) of that which Michel Foucault, radicalising the celebrated Kantian posture,
refers to as the “Enlightenment”. A “movement’” which underpins “modernity’s discovery” of the radical
contingence of “Being”. An “artistic-poetic movement ” whose critical assumption shall undoubtedly
require, as Foucault lucidly points out, “work on our limits, that is to say, a patient labour that gives form
to our impatience for liberty™:. A “movement” whose invariably “problematic assumption’ shall have
constituted a worthy “risk” for those courageous enough to acknowledge that it, as Jan Patocka powerfully
put it,“reveals the light of dawn in the darkness but at the same time... reveals the darkness that belongs
to it and which this lightning only tears through, but does not overcome.””s

50. This concept is also notably employed and refined by the Great Czech thinker, Jan Patocka.
51. “What is Enlightenment?” in “The Foucault Reader”, ed Paul Rabinow, New York, Pantheon Books, pp.32-50, 1984.
52. “Living in Problematicity ”, Jan Patocka, Editor, Eric Manton. OIKOYMENH, Prague, 2007.

29

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009



http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

“poetry” can neither define itself through reference to a “model” (even though a radically non-idealisable
“example” thereof was furnished by Paul Celan’s “hermetic reconstruction” of postwar German poetry)
nor content itself with remaining an “avant-garde transgression” of established “aesthetic” conventions.
A “transgression” which, far from challenging the “foundations’ of any convention as such, could very
well end up eclipsing its profound “groundlessness” and thereby confer undue legitimacy on it through
its “dangerously destruction™ of “reason™. Yet, as Philippe Lacoue-Labarthe has correctly noted, such a
“poetry” shall have invariably questioned the distinction between “poetry” and “prose”. For both “poetry”
and “prose” bear on no less than the “ordaining-assembling-organising” of the “Open” of “Being’ to which
Heidegger refers as “world™. Notwithstanding the questionable primacy that Heidegger oft accorded to the
commemoration of the “eclipsed origin” of “poetry”, it is indisputable that his conception of the “Destiny
of Being” as the “European discovery” of the inevitable “movement” away from the securely imitable
“one” of all “metaphysics”, that is to say, “Death” could not think the latter as other than what Paul Celan
evocatively calls a “wound ”.

Indeed, the later Heidegger ‘s abandonment of “art ” in favour of “Dichtung” could not have purported
to “safeguard Being™ in its “Ab-ground” as other than an ““open wound ”. That is to say, the “abyssal
openness” of the “finite ground” of “Being” that no “reconciliatory sublation” (“Aufhebung™) of its
infinitely open horizon shall have ever “closed”. A “wound *” whose oft unbearably “‘concrete openness” in
what Heidegger calls the “Da” shall have constituted, to paraphrase George Bataille’s powerful evocation
of the irreducibility of the “immanent mystery” of a finite existence to its “useful *“ rationalisations*, the
most radical “refutation” of the Hegelian system as the most “systematic” expression of Western “Onto-
Theology”. Yet, one might ask whether this new “art as poetry” has to render visible the most fundamental
“rift” (“der Riss”) of “Being”, that is to say, the “suffering” wherein the “outline” of the “Fourfold of the
World distinguishes itself ” ? An “outline” whence, Heideggr argues, the “greatness of all that is great is
imprinted for men”? Even though such a “poetry” can no longer be the mere expression of the “working”
of an invisible and eternal “ideal ”, can its “poetic saying” nevertheless soothe and “orient” those who
“in-habit” a “world” of ever untold and misunderstood “suffering” ? In other words, can its “function”
be compared, however remotely, to what Jacques Lacan terms the “anamorphic presentation™® of the

48. In a letter written to Alexandre Kojeve in the late 1930, George Bataille describes his life as an “open wound” that shall
have inexorably refuted the overwhelming Hegelian system. For a more detailed description of its context, one should consult:
“Collége de Sociologie”, Denis Hollier (ed), nouvelle édition, “Folio Essais” no. 268, Gallimard, 1995.

49. “The Ethics of Psychoanalysis”, English translation by Denis Porter, Norton, 1991.
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Socialist movement (“Bewgung”) in Germany.

Yet, despite the oft irritating postwar expressions of his arrogant South German provincialism, amusingly
derided by some of his harshest postwar critics,* Heidegger’s approach to “reconstructing” (to borrow a
Lacanian term) the ultimate “object ” of philosophical reflection has nevertheless helped contemporary
European thought better ““think’ the profound “truth’ of the historical emergence of the “modern™ world.
That is to say, the “contingent ontological ground ** of the latter’s “tragic destiny”. A “destiny” whose
“tragedy” transcends “history” in the narrow historiographical as well as the broader ontologico-historial
sense. A “tragedy” which is “European” in character since, as Heidegger poignantly formulates it in his
above-mentioned and controversial postwar lecture, it bears on the “European discovery” of "Death as
the Hearth of Being”.

Here, the adjective “Euorpean” refers neither to a specific geographical continent nor to some risibly
“contingent " assortment of provincial cultural histories in Europe.

Rather, “European” is that ““movement” away from the “Onto-Theological Absolute ” which * be-speaks”
the ““discovery” of the radical “finitude” of all thought and history in what Heidegger terms (notably in
OWA) the “Open™ of “Being”. A “discovery” which was “contingently”” arrived at and, later, “ideo-
logically” eclipsed in what is known, geographically speaking, as Europe. Indeed, | believe that such
a “movement” away from all onto-theologically based “enframing” of “Being”, a “movement” which
Heidegger would notably term “Stepping outside” (“Schritt zuriick ) of the domain of “metaphysics” (as
“Onto-Theology”) in such crucial later texts as “ldentity and Difference™¢, a “movement ” that is described
as the ““‘unconcealing-sheltering moving away™ ( “der entbergende-bergende Austrag’)+ and underpins
the destiny of “Being” as “difference” is precisely what later Heidegger refers to as “Death”. A silent
“movement”, that is, whose unprecedented “be-speaking” Heidegger (an influential reader of Holderlin)
entrusts “Dichtung” with for a simple reason. One which modern “metaphysics” has acknowledged ever
since Hegel’s decisive “Lectures on Art” were delivered. To wit, ( echoing Otto Poggeler’s chief thesis
in his seminal study of Paul Celan’s “poetry”) only the non-idealisable ““‘concreteness” of “Dichtung”
could ever purport to relativise, that is to say, “exceeed” the “oneness” of the onto-theological “one”
and the ultimate “ground” of all “memsis” as the imitation of an established suprasensuous “ideal”.
Freed from the ontological constraints of “mimesis’ as “routine subsumption” to an “ideal”’, such a new

45. Theodor Wiesgrund Adorno, “Jargon der Eigenlichkeit”, Surkamp, 1988.
46. “Identitit Und Differenz”, Verlag Giinther Neske, 1999.
47. Ibid, p.57.
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“I will describe it to you. It is an object that embodies an anamorphosis. | assume many of you know what
that is. It is any kind of construction that is made in such a way that by means of an optical transposition a
certain form that was not visible at first sight transforms itself into a readable image. The pleasure is found
in seeing its emergence from an indicipherable form ™3 (Jacques Lacan)

As mentioned above, Heidegger‘s questioning of the “meaning of Being” (whose close entwinement with
his reflections on the ontological role of “art ” has been briefly discussed herein) can indeed help us better
assume the finitude of our historically contingent “Being”. Heidegger’s progressively radicalised reflections
on the “openly abyssal ground-ing” (in both senses of this English term) of our collective existence in
the “Ab-ground” of “Being’s” dispensation can also be of equally great value in better assuming its trans-
historially “abyssal immanence”. Even more significant is, perhaps, the oft neglected fact that Heidegger’s
formulation of the “European discovery” of the ultimate “groundlessness” of*“Being” (as the “Abground
” of its ““groundlessness”) has the obvious merit of facilitating our comprehension of the “paradoxical™
nature of the unprecedented “freedom” (from all ontologically restrictive “definition”) which
underpins the emergence of the “modern world ”. The “paradox” here concerns the postwar Heidgger’s
interpretation of “modernity” as the “historially” uncircumventable dispensation of the “groundlessness”
(“Bodenlosigkeit™) which constitutes “Being’s Destiny” in the “modern” era. A “Nihlistic Destiny” whose
demarcating “border-line”, as Heidegger memorably underscored it in his 1955 letter to Ernst Jiinger*,
shall not have had a “beyond ” in the concrete, that is to say, eminently “metaphysical” sense of the term.
For, as Heidegger emphasises in the same text, the future task of all thought is not the “overcoming”
(“Uberwindung “) of “metaphysics” by going beyond its “boundaries” but, rather, the “freeing”
(“Verwindung™) of that which it has thus far “systematically” confined within the limits of its “contingent
7 conceptual “realm”. In other words, the “Ab-ground” of “Being” as the “ free”” and hitherto “eclipsed
essence of nihilism”.

It goes without saying such an interpretation of “modernity” as the “dispensation” of the “nihilistic
groundlessness” of the “Ab-ground” of “Being” is seductive and yet fatefully fraught with all manner
of hermeneutic ambiguity. Not the least of which revolves around Heidgger’s own disastrous rejection
of all “groundless Western modernity” in 1930s. That is to say, in the context of his indisputably and
frighteningly enthusiastic (!) promotion of the “revolutionary” and “conservative” agenda of the National-

43. “The Ethics of Psychoanalysis”, Jacques Lacan , p.135, 1992, Norton & Company Inc.
44. GA9, pp.385-426, 1977.
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original “ground” of all that is. That is to say, the ““free ground” of all that can be “named” as such in
“Being’s” constitutive “Open”. As such, Heidegger had to underline the radical finitude of all “phusis”
beyond its restrictive “en-framing” through “techne”.

Relativising the strange “self-enframing” of all ““phusis” through “techne” required, in Heidegger’s later
perspective, the demonstration of its radical “difference” and irreducibility. This could only be done by
underscoring its “absolute finitude”, that is to say, its fragile “mortality”. Heidegger’s later view of the
ontological function of the work of art therefore presupposed no less than the latter’s radical break with
the ancient principle of “mimesis” which had underpinned the Platonico-metaphysical conception of “art”
and, specially, “poetry”. A break, that is, in favour of a conception of “Dichtung” as the mortal and fragile
“Ab-ground ” of the “Open” of “Being” .

A metaphysically un-thinkable “Ab-ground” wherein “Being” would be no more or less than the “name”
of that which lets all entities to be “named” and come into presence in its “Open”. As such, for later
Heidegger, “art” as “Dichtung” would “name” the mystery of the “mortally” differentiated ““naming”
of the “same” beyond the “technically reproducible sameness” of its deceptively self-present and self-
sufficient “form”. This is indeed how postwar Heidegger “re-turned” , to use Holderlin’s terms, to the
“proximity” of the “source”, that is to say, the “Ab-ground” whence all “worlding” and all formation
as such had “originated . In other words, “Death as the “Ab-ground” of the language of all tradition
(“Uber-lieferung)* whose “mystery” (the “abyssal ground” of “Being” as “Death” and “Suffering” ) is
indeed irreducible to the “enframing sameness” of the “same”. One (the “One” in “truth”) that may be
“re-presented ” and technically mastered. Or, “simply imitated ”.

Conclusion
Beyond “Mimesis™: On the Future of all “Art” as an “Open Wound ”
“World to be Stuttered by Heart
in which
I shall have been a guest, a name
sweated down from the wall
awound licks up (“an der eine Wund hochleckt”) “# (Paul Celan)

41. The German term signifies, literally, “carrying over to” as the chief function of all “tradition”.
42. “Die nachzustotternde Welt”, Paul Celan, tr. by Michael Hamburger in *“ Selected Poems”, Penguin Books, p.332, 1995.
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the explicit and absolutely crucial contention that ““death belongs to the essence of man’s existence, an
essence that is dispensed through that of Beings”#.Given that, as Heidegger argues in the same lecture,
“world” and“En-framing” (which is a self-persecutorily restrictive manner of the opening of the “Open”)
are the “same”without being identically equal, the irreducibility of “world” to “En-framing” (“‘Gestell’),
that is to say, the “essential” relevance of all other possible “worldings™ of “world” must assume their
“safeguarding conservation” and “sheltering” elsewhere than in their “persecutory set up” through “En-
framing” as such. This irreducibly self-enclosed“reserve”, no mere “standing reserve”, is no longer “earth”
(on which Heidegger once purported to “posit ” the historical “world ” of a rabidly nationalistic Germany
in an absolutising manner in the 1930s) but “Death” . Indeed, as Heidegger asserts, ”’Death is the Hearth
of Being in the Poem of the World™ (“‘Der Tod is das Gebirg des Seyns im Gedicht der Welt.) ¥

I have chosen to translate the German term “Gebirg” as “Hearth” rather than “Mountain” in order to
highlight the fact that, in formulating the relationship between “Being” and “Death” in such a manner,
Heidegger wishes to emphasise the essentially “grounding” character of the latter. Contrary to some of
the recent and untenably hostile readings of his references to the “negation” of the ontological essence of
“Death” that underpinned the “inconspicuous liquidation” ® of the victims of Nazi extermination camps,
I would contend that Heidegger’s chief purpose in underscoring the ontological primacy of “Death” is no
less than marking its absolute, metaphysically unthought and un-thinkable “difference” with all that is “set
up”or “En-framed” (“Gestellen”) in the realm of “techne”. To be sure, modern technology may be used
to deny access to the essence of “Death” but, in its protected and protective “essence”, the latter can not
be manufactured, that is to say, “imitated . Even if, as Otto Poggeler has*suggested in his suggestively
“Heideggerian” and yet contestable reading of Paul Celan’s poetry*, the result of such a reproductive
“setting up” and “imitation“ of “Death” may even be regarded, albeit frivolously, as “art ” in the age of
modern technology. Thus, postwar Heidegger abandoned all “art” (no matter how supposedly “great”
or “evocative” of a people’s historical destiny) in favour of what he had “originally” termed “poetry”
(“Dichtung”) in OWA. He did so in order to highlight the radically “free” character of “Dichtung” as the

36. ibid

37. ibid

38. Heidegger’s German expression (which I have translated) is :”unauffallig liquidiert” (GA 79, p.56)

39. Otto Poggeler has discussed the ontological Paul Celan’s poetry in different publications. Notable among these are the
text “Ach! Die Kunst” which appeared in “Uber Paul Celan” (edited by D.Meinicke) in 1962 as well as the study, “ Spur des
Wortes. Zur Lyrik Paul Celans”, Auber, Berlin, 1986.

40. See Denis Thouard’s informative article, “Une Lecture Appliquée :Gadamer Lecteur de Celan » which appeared in the
September 1997 issue of the electronique French review, “Texto”.

24

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

entities in the unconcealment of “Being” (** “‘Stellen” mussen wir im Sinne von phusis denken#). Thus,
“setting up” here does not refer to some forceful “positing” of a rigid *“ frame” in the systematic manner
characteristic of the subject of modern “metaphysics™ ( “dann kann ‘Fest’ im Feststellen niemals den Sinn
von starr, unbeweglich und sicher haben’).

This means, obviously enough, that the immense complexity of the “Abground” (to which the original
1931 notes for the lecture had referred in a positive manner) must surely have been subsequently taken into
consideration and problematised by Heidegger between 1931 and 1935. Indeed, | believe this point can be
easily corroborated by all serious Heidegger “scholarship” and has been suggestively underscored by such
careful readers of Heidegger as Jacques Derrida, “Art ” can thus not merely “posit ” (“setzen”, “feststellen™)
a “world” in the “abyssal ground” of all “Being” and history. Secondly, in his above-mentioned and
controversial 1949 Bremen Lecture, “The Danger”, Heidegger identifies the “worlding” of “world” with
the famous“Fourfold™ of “mortals”, the ““gods”, “heaven” and “earth”.

Here, of course, “world” and “earth” are no longer polemically related.Rather, “world” protects (“Hutten”)
the “Truth” (“die Wahr”) of “earth” in so much as its protecting is the “essence” of “Truth” and, as
Heidegger explicitly underscores, “world is the truth of the essence of Being” (“ Die Welt is die Wahrheit
des Wesens des Seins”)*. In such writings of the postwar period as “The Danger”, the notion of “Stellen
(““Setting™) has indeed undergone a major change to which Heidegger himself refers in the appendix to
OWA included in the GA 5 dating from 1977. Whilst Heidegger argues, unsurprisingly enough, that the
earlier use of this concept in OWA must be thought of in terms of the later developments of the famous
“Enframing” (“‘Gestell”), I would contend that, as with the notion of “Ab-ground”, Heidegger only came to
problematise and render more complex his use of the concept in his later thought so that he could write:
“What would the word thesis mean when we think it in the Greek manner? Thesis means “setting up”
(“stellen”) and positing. Such a “setting up” springs from phusis in such a way that it is determined by
the same phusis and within its very domain. What this means is that within phusis a certain thesis-like
character is concealed.”*

In short, neither the “Open” of “art "ordained by the “world” nor the ““setting forth of earth ” therein were
as simple as Heidegger had made them appear in OWA. Moreover, in “The Danger”, Heidegger makes

32. GA9, p.70-71, Vittorio Klostermann, 1977.
33. ibid
34. GA79, pp.47-67, Vittorio Klostermann, 1994.
35. ibid
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Heidegger’s conception of “art” in the context of his later thought. A change which, in turn, can itself
be attributed to Heidegger’s equally transformed conceeption of the “ground” of “art”. That is to say
the “abyssal ground” of “Being”. Or, as Heidegger had “openly” termed it in CTP, its “Abground™ (“Ab-
grund”).

Indeed, it’s the “Ab-ground” of “Being” that was “the sphere upon which”, as Heidegger pointed out in
OWA, thinking “had touched ” without “explaining™ it. In this respect, it is also interesting to note that
the term “Ab-grund ” had been used in the original notes from 1931 on whose basis, as mentioned above,
Heidegger later crafted and delivered the OWA in 1935. Therein, Heidegger had noted that:* in as much
as work thus sets forth the earth in itself, it sets itself up therein as its self-enclosing ground upon which
it emerges and agitates itself (“auf dem es aufruhrt”), a ground that, given that it essentially and always
encloses itself is an Ab-ground ” 2

The seemingly positive and routine reference to the “Ab-ground” of the “Open” (that of “Being™) is further
problematised in the text of OWA published in GA 5 of Heidegger’s writings where it is underscored that:
“The true essence of a matter of thought (“Sache”™) is determined from out of its true being, that is to say,
from the truth of present entities (“jeweiliegen Seienden”). Yet, we do not seek the truth of the essence but
the essence of truth. A remarkable complication thus manifests itself. Is it really remarkable or is it only
the high point of an empty play with concepts or is it an Ab-ground ? %

It goes without saying that, in making such textual referencces, my aim here is not that of undertaking a
philological study of the genesis of OWA, as laudable and necessary anenterprise asitmight be. Nevertheless,
I am inclined to think that Heidegger’s irritating, controversial and oft damaging habit of “re-working” (if
not downright tampering with !) the texts of his lectures® in the light of subsequent developments of his
thought is not wholly irrelevant to the apparent problematisation of the above references to the “Abground”
(as the “Origin” of the “Open’ of all “art ) in the above-mentiond texts. This is so, | believe, for at least
two distinct philosophical reasons. First, as Heidegger makes clear in his appendix to OWA, the profound
meaning of the “setting forth of the earth” (“Stellen”) as well as the “setting up of a world in the Open”
by “art” in OWA is that of the Greek notion of “veoig” or “phusis” as the unhindered ““letting be” of all

29. See footnote 26 for more precise bibliographical references to the text of notes from 1931 used for this quotation. The
relevant page number for the above quote is 28.

30. GA9, p.37.

31. The 1953 controversy over Heidegger’s retention of his 1935 references to the “ greatness of the truth of the national so-
cialist movement” (which involved Christian Lewalter and the young Jurgen Habermas) is perhaps the most well publicised
instance of not entirely “re-working” an earlier text by Heidegger (!)
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people once unfolded. To borrow Nietzsche’s influential terminology (which Heidegger also employs in
“Being and Time” 2 ), the ontological function of “world” in OWA is that of “founding” the “Open” of a
people’s “monumental history”2 in the context of the “ poetic rift” which its “ Great Art ” works against
the *““earth” wherein the same people is “rooted”. An “art” whose ““greatness” lies in its furnishing the
self-manifestation of precisely such an historical "world”” (of an entire people) with the “Open” in which
the latter may be instituted. Indeed, the “Open” of all “Great Art” is a space within which entities manifest
themselves as no ““mere collection of the countable and the uncountable, familiar and unfamiliar things
that are just there”.

Yet, the “greatness” of all “Great Art ” does not at all derive from arbitrarily imposed “ideo-logical”
prescriptions on how entities must be “represented” (in its “Open’) since its “worlding” is summoned
to found, poetically that is, the “Open” of the “dispensation” of a people’s history and not merely restrict
access to the devalued sensuous in accordance with the “ideo-logiccal™ strictures of a Platonic “Idea”
(e100g). As far as OWA is concerned, the “ work of art” is thus the “Open” of history wherein a trace of
its unfolding as the “dispensation” of the “unconcealment” of “Being” is “‘conserved”. Yet, as Heidegger
himself points out in OWA, “in referring to this self-establishing of openness in the Open, thinking touches
on a sphere that can not yet be explained here.” What could this “sphere” consist of ? Before attempting
to answer this question, an important development that marks most of Heidegger’s postwar writings must
be underscored. To wit, that all “thoughtful resistance” to the “technical for-closure” of the horizon of
“Being”, in other words, all attempt at the latter’s “safeguarding conservation” would acquire meaning only
through the realisation that the “openness” of “Being” is “no-thing” other than the“sheltering” (“bergen”)
of its “concealed” ( “verbogene™) essence. In other words, to borrow Heidegger’s own terminology in
OWA, in the postwar period Heidegger came to view the “irreducible openness” of “World™ as its very
“concealing-sheltering” by“Earth”.

To be sure, Heidegger had never previously thought of these as two merely dialectical opposites in OWA.
Nevertheless, he had spoken of their primordial “strife” (“streit”) as the “setting into work” of “Truth”
in the work of “art”. In his postwar writings, however, “world”” and “earth” are no longer defined as
the intertwined poles of a primordially “conflictual ™ rapport. I would argue that this reflects a change
of the ontological signification of the notion of “world” and can be attributed to a transformation to the

27. The reference to Nietzsche’s “efficient and unambiguous” outlining of the essential “Uses and Abuses of History for Life”
can be found in section 75 of “ Being and Time”.
28. “Die monumentalisch-antiquarische Historie ist als notwendige Kritik der “Gegenwart “ ” (ibid, p.397)
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in shaping Heidegger’s later thought, it is hardly surprising that such eminent commentators as Hans
Georg Gadamer have underscored the continuity of the said lecture with such earlier writings of Heidegger
as “Being and Time” as well as his postwar writings, particularly those in which the celebrated and yet
misleading notion of * The Fourfold” (*Das Geviert”)% is drawn upon. Not so frequently analysed, on the
other hand, is the curious transformation of the ontological role of the notion of “world * in Heidegger’s
thought from 1931 onwards. That is to say, from that “blissful year for work ” # in which Heidegger first
undertook a meditation on the ontological significance of art.

In the “Origin of the Work of Art” (OWA, 1935)#, “world” is tasked with “setting forth into the Open of
the self-enclosedness of the earth” in the context of an ontological relationship which Heidegger terms
“strife” (“streit’””) between “world” and “earth”. This “strife” enables the “truth” of all history (not in
the sense of a mere succession of recorded events) to “be-speak” its “dispensation”? through the “rift”
(“Riss”) which, as Heidegger puts it, “carries the opponents into the source of their unity by virtue of their
common ground % through the “creation of the work of art ”, that is, in the latter’s “Open”. The “Open”
in question here that is also that of “Being”. In as much as the “Open” is indeed “Being”” wherein the latter
sets its “truth” (as “unconcealment”) in to work (“Ins-Werk-Setzen der Wahrheit ™), all art- so argues
Heidegger- “as letting happen of the advent of the truth of what is is, as such, essentially, poetry ”.
Heidegger further underscores the fact that “poetry” is “ the Open which brings entities to shin and ring
out™. In so doing, the work “sets up aworld™ in which “those decisions of our history that relate to our very
being are made, are taken up and abandoned by us, go unrecognised and are rediscovered by new inquiry,
there the world worlds.” In short, in the “worlding” of “world” (of which the work of art is a prominent
instance), the “ordaining-assembling” wrought by “world ” institutes the space of all “history” in the most
“primordial sense”. Indeed, | believe that it is not all accidental that Heidegger should refer (in OWA) to
such celebrated “historical” symbols of Greek and German cultures as the ancient Temple of Paestum or
the remarkable Bamberg cathedral. For the “art” that underpinned the creation of such “monuments” of
what is commonly regarded as “art history” is the “Open” within which the historical “world ” of an entire

22. This topic is extensively treated in Jean Francois Mattéi’s seminal study, « Heidegger, Holderlin. Le Quadriparti”, Presses
Universitaires de France (“Collection Epiméthée »), Paris, 2001. Even though | have not yet read this indispensable study of
Heidegger’s relationship to Holderlin’s poetry and Aristotle’s famous “quadrupling” of “Being”, I have the impression that
Mattei is more concerned with the “Fourfold” (as the key to Heidegger’s thought) rather than its “abyssal grounding”.

23. The expression is Heidegger’s own and used in a letter to Elisabeth Blochmann in December 1935.

24. “Off the Beaten Track”, Cambridge University Press, 2002.

25. ibid

26. “Dispensation” here translates the key Heideggerian notion of “Geshick des Seins”.
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For despite the irksome theologico-messianic overtones that Heidegger’s oft oblique references to the
“coming’ of an unknown “future destiny ” may indeed produce, one could argue that Heidegger’s thought,
to borrow another celebrated formulation of Jacques Derrida’s, could still provide us with an effective tool
in highlighting the absolute “impossibility” of the restrictive programming and the routine “enframing”
of the “im-possible”. The “im-possible” here being the “coming” (“arrivance”)- as Derrida has famously
argued®, of our “radically finite future” as mortals. Mortals who shall have “gone by free” to “die” beyond
all (in strictly Platonico-metaphysical terms) “ideo-logical ” determinations of the “immanent” mystery of
“Death”. Thus, Heidegger’s philosophical questioning can help us, today more than ever perhaps, resist all
manner of restrictive and oft “deadly” determination of “life”” and “Death” in the “future”. And given that,
as Heidegger himself once famously put it, there is no “Heideggerian philosophy”, radicalising Heidegger’s
philosophical questioning (against Heidegger’s avowed intentions and beyond the politically “disastrous”
historical context of its elaboration) shall have been the only “destiny” that future critical appropriations
of Heidegger’s thought shall have presaged for our troubled world.

A “mortally finite” world where we shall have to live, to borrow Nietzsche’s celebrated expression,
as “artists” who shall resist all manner of “decadent” denial as well as “superstitiously ideo-logical
restriction of the “open mystery” of its radical “finitude”. Put in more overtly “Heideggerian” terms, one
could say that Heidegger’s questioning could help us better learn the “art ” of living in the “ Ab-gound ”
of “Being’s” uncircumventable “finitude”. Yet, what sort of “art” could this “possibly” be and how could
it intimate at the “abyssal groundlessness” of man’s finite “Beifig” ? That is to say, as Heidegger put its in
CTP, “Dasein’s leap into the Ab-ground of Being” ?

I1. “Art”; Be-speaking “Death” as the ultimate “Ab-ground” of “Being” “Our medical friend Nagel should
see this painting. For no clinical probing reaches into illness and suffering as this painting does.”?

Given the obvious conceptual significance of notion of “world” ““(”welt”)2 in Heidegger’s influential
lecture on the “Origin of the Work of Art” (OWA) as well as the importance of this undeniably key concept

19. Notably, among many other of Derrida’s writings (notably, “Apories”, Galilée, 1996), in the chapter entitled “Arriver aux
fins de I’Etat ” (pp.195-217) in « Moyous », Galilée, 2003.

20. Heidegger’s remarks upon viewing Paul Klee’s painting entitled “Patientin” (“The Woman Patient”) reported by H.W.Petzet
in “Heidegge’s Association with Art” in “Encounters and Dialogues with Martin Heidegger”pp.134-5, Chicago University
Press, Chicago, 1993.

21. See, for example, in “The Danger ”: * The world is the concealed mirror-play of the fourfold composed of the sky, the
earth, the mortals and the gods. The world “worlds”, that is to say, it assembles and ordains ’ (the translation from the German
original is my own ), GA 79, p.46, Klostermann, 1994.
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legacy to have highlighted that “Being” as “being-in-the-world-with-others’ has no ultimately restrictive
“essence” in ”” Time-Space™ (““Zeit-Raum”). So much so that Heidegger later came to view the “freedom”
of “Being” in “Time-Space”as the “Abyssal Ground” of “Being”. That is to say, its “Ab-ground “ whose
“grounding” of “Be-ing” shall ultimately bring about the “shattering ” of all self-identical stability
(“Instandigkeit ™) as Heidegger remarks in his famous collection of notes from the period ranging from
1936 to 1938 entitled “Contributions to Philosophy™ (referred to henceforth as CTP). In the CTP section
which immediately succeeds the one devoted to the discussion of the“Ab-ground” as the “Truth” of “Time-
Space”, Heidegger embarks on a discussion of “Sheltering” (“Bergen”) and the “Essential Sheltering of
Truth as Sheltering”.

Interestingly enough, “Truth as Sheltering” in the “Abssyal Ground ” of “Be-ing”, that is to say, its “Ab-
ground " is precisely what Heidegger regards (in CTP sections 277-78 ) as the “Origin of the Work Art”.
An “origin” which “metaphysics”, according to Heidegger, has been unable to think since it is indeed
“destined” to “forget” its own “abysal grounding” therein. Or, as Heidegger would put in his famous 1949
Bremen Lecture,“The Danger”, “metaphysics” was bound to “persecute” and “up-set” its own “origin”,
that is to say, radically “ free ground ” through the latter’s restrictive and persecutory “En-framing”
(“Ge-stellen”). An “En-framing” which, as Heidegger insists, is not external to “Being” and, indeed,
remains coextensive with the latter’s “dispensation” as the history of “Western European Metaphysics”.
Notwithstanding the appearance of “groundless mysticism ” and “ruinous irrationalism” with which it has
had to reckon in the context of its wider reception®, a most liberating apect of Heidegger’s thought, | would
argue, consists of its intriguing emphasis on the character of “Truth” as the “Sheltering” of that which
must remain, “openly” and essentially, “concealed ” and “guarded ” for an unmasterably finite future.

17. “Contributions to Philosophy (From Enowning)” translated by Parvis Emad and Kenneth Maly, Indiana University Press,
1989. For the purposes of my analyses, | have drawn upon the original German version published as “Beitrige zur Philosophie
(Vom Ereignis)” Vittorio Klostermann Verlag, Frankfurt Am Main, 1989. | should note that | have prefered to work on the
original German version for several reasons. Chief among which, as Thomas Sheehan has aptly noted, is the highly question-
able English translation of “Ereignis” as “Enowning” (see “A Paradigm Shift in Heidegger Research”, Thomas Sheehan,
Stanford University, “Continental Philosophy Review”, XXXII, 2(2001), 1-20) which, as Sheehan underscores, may mislead
the English reader of the text into thinking that Heidegger has found a new master concept which eclipses the “truth” of
“Betng’s” radical finitude in the openness of the “Da” (“No there there” as Sheehan ironically points out ). Moreover, my
own effort at highlighting the continuity as well as the evolution of Heidegger’s conceptual vocabulary with regard to his
post-1945 thinking (notably in “Die Gefahr”, GA79, pp.47-67) presupposes the use of the crucial and oft inadequately trans-
lated German texts. | should also like to express my gratitude to Mr Saeed Hanai Kashani for his kind assistance in providing
access to the German texts (of GA 65) during my stay in Tehran in January 2009.
18. Heidegger himself thus ironises on the reception of his thought of “Being” in “Zur Sache des Denkens”, p.79, Max Nie-
meyer Verlag, Tiibingen, 1988.
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A “future” that Heidegger regarded, needless to say, as both defining of the “present” and decisive in
shaping its “be-coming”.

A ““ future” whose unmasterably finite “essence-definition” shall have let it “be-come” more than a mere
“reproduction” of the “past”. Even if, as Heidegger oft pointed out, it shall have been the inevitable
“appropriation” of the “past” understood as a set of specific and “openly contingent ”, that is to say,
“finite” historical “possibilities”.

In short, Heidegger’s philosophical questioning could contribute to thinking the ““ future” of our “post-
metaphysical” and “multicultural” world in as much as it addresses the question of the ““ future destiny
” of our collective existence as the “possible appropriation” of our “past™. A past” whose neglect and
loss as an ““open ““ set of ““ possibilities”- as Heidegger points out in some of his decisive and controversial
postwar writingsts-constitutes the supreme “danger” (“‘Die Gefahr”) in our increasingly technologised,
“fundamentalist” and inherently unstable world. To highlight the philosophical importance of this
point, one may playfully draw upon the English conditional future perfect tense and subvert its “Onto-
Theological” linguistic underpinnings by stating that (as far as Heidegger is concerned) the “past’ shall
be more than the mere “bygone” of yesterday since it shall have “gone by” its constitutive “appropriations
” (“Widerholungen™) as an infinitely non-self-identical or, as Jacques Derrida put it, “iterable” set of
radically finite “possibilities”. ““Simply” stated, the “past’ is thus nothing (“‘no-thing’’) other than “Being”
as a set of “open possibilities” that can be “repeatedly re-lived ™ as its own non-identical, finite and
“unique appropriations ” in “Time-Space”.

Yet, one might still ask, “what” could the “openness™ of “Beirg™ as such “possibly”” mean to us? Even if
such an “openness’” pertains to the “past ” in all its supposedly “open” glory? To begin with, it means that
“Being” shall always have constituted the radically “open” horizon of man’s “finite” existence understood
as ““possibility”.

But, more importantly for the observer of the contemporary world’s alarmingly “fundamentalist be-
coming”, it also means, that is to say, “promises” that the “radical finitude” of the horizon of “‘Being’s”
historical “dispensation” shall have “resisted ™ all its “‘absolute” and restrictive definitions. For “Being”
as the “appropriation” of the “past” (in the former’s “Open”) shall have been “no-thing” other than what
Heidegger notably terms “freedom™®. Indeed it is no minor achievement of Heidegger’s philosophical

15. Martin Heidegger, “Die Gefahr”, GA 79, p.47-67, Vittorio Klostermann, 1994.
16. Notably in “Being and Time”

17

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

of the term) in the “abyssal groundlessness” of its inscrutable “Ab-ground ”?

The Main Thesis

I. On The “Ab-ground “ of “Being”

As Heidegger points out in some of his crucial post-1945 writings®?, “safeguarding” the “truth” of
“Being”, that is to say, assuming the radical “finitude” of man’s existence (as a set of specific historical
“possibilities™) can no longer be a matter of “preserving” some “ mythologised ™ historical “origin”
in our technologised and “postmetaphysical” world. That is to say, a world that has proved itself so
“efficient” in realising what once seemed like the stuff of the wild fantasies of an isolated visionary that it
now naively rejects all “enlightening” reference to its obvious “operational ” dependence on a few basic
“metaphysical ” concepts. A world wherein the triumph of “modern” technology shall have made such a
Faustian “provocation” (““herausforderung’) of “nature” as genetic cloning a very “real possibility”. A
world. moreover, in which the definition of the most self-identically “rational” of all ““animals™ (“man’’)
may, at least theoretically, be so “reprogrammed” or, as Heidegger would say, “up-set”” (“nach-stellen”)=
as to exclude (if not entirely repress) the unnarratable “singularity”” of such erstwhile “unique” human
experiences as “Birth”or “Death”. A world in which, as Michel Foucault once poignantly underscored,
the historical “contingence” of the ontological figure of “man” as the occupant of the “throne” of the
“modern subject-principle” has ““be-come” indisputably and irreversibly clear. In such a world, one can
indeed convincingly argue that the chief merit of Heidegger’s philosophical questioning lies in its thinking
the ““past” as a set of ““ open possibilities” whose ““safeguarding” must be understood as a “manner” of
“being in, that is to say, “relating to” a specific historical “world "in the “light™ of its ever unknown
“future”.

12. Notably, “Die Gefahr” (“The Danger”) in GA 79, pp.47-67. The said volume shall be translated into English by Profes-
sor Andrew Mitchell of Emory University. Notwithstanding this official translation project-assignment, I have undertaken an
independent English translation of the above- mentioned lecture for my own philosophical purposes as what Heidegger might
have called a “thinker”of the “metaphysical underpinnings” of all contemporary ” fundamentalisms .

13. The English translation of “Nach-Stellen” as “Up-Setting” is my own. As is known, this concept was first elaborated in
Heidegger’s hugely controversial Bremen lecture, “Die Gefahr” (‘The Danger”) in which the complex entwinement of Being
and the essence of modern technology was extensively analysed. Despite Heidegger’s controversial and oft misinterpreted
remarks on the shocking impersonality of the experience of death in Nazi extermination camps, this lecture is most signficant
since its emphasis on the entwinement of Being and the essence of modern technology squarely contradicts and, indeed,
invalidates all manner of “reductively anti-modernist ” reading of Heidegger’s interpretation of the phenomenon of modern
technology. The lecture belongs to the series entitled “Einblick in Was Das ist” and can be found in GA 79, pp.47-67,Vittorio
Klostermann, 1994,

14. Michel Foucault, “Entretien avec Roger Pol Droit”, juin 1975, republished in « Le Point », 01/07/04- N0.1659, p.82.
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of that which ““has been” suits only those who doggedly refuse to grasp that what they wish to “preserve”
shall have inevitably ““be-come”. That is to say, it shall prove to have been, as Paul Valery unforgettably
formulated it,“mortal’” and thereby lacking a sempiternal “essence” that could “justify’ its ““preservation™.
An “essence” which, in the language of Heidegger’s questioning, might underpin it as its identically self-
present “Onto-Theological ground . Be such an “idealised” historical “monument™ to “preserve” one’s
history, culture, language or historically “exceeded " religious tradition.

Indeed, thinking the troubled ““becoming” of our contemporary world calls for no less than the inevitable
“de-construction™ of the ontological straightjacket of a metaphysical conception of “Being” which
“institutes” it as the self-present “ground” of the “sub-sistence” of the “same” in the “different” . For the
“incalculable™ and irreversibly finite passage of time shall have undone, that is to say , “de-constructed
” the “fictitious™ (and not merely fictive)“sameness” of the*same”, however well «preserved». Indeed,
as Jacques Derrida aptly pointed out, “de-construction is that which shall occur* (““la déconstruction
est ce qui arrive »)® beyond the « ipseity » of the « ipse » as well as its interdependent and invariably
transcendental “tele-logies”.

At the “Twilight” of Western philosophy and of all other derivative “ideo-logical metaphysics”, that is
to say, at the historico-ontological juncture where the radical contingence of the erstwhile “Ground ”
of all “Being” and history has become irreversibly clear, how can Heidegger‘s questioning help us
“orient” ourselves in our world?A world to which, as Heidegger himself put it, we have been “destined”
as “latecomers”? 1 That is to say, as those whose “arrival ” (on the fragile scene of our planet’s “tragic”
history) as heirs to or dependents of a long “Western” tradition of thinking the “ground” of existence (as
the absolute self-presence of the “same”) shall have “ground-ed us (in the double and conflicting senses

8. It is worth noting that both Gerard Granel and Jacques Derrida regarded the German prefix “Ab” in such key Heideggerian
conceptual constructs as “Ab-bauen” and “Ab-grund” as crucial in determining their choice of “dé-construction” as their
French equivalent. According to the late Dominique Janicaud in his “Heidegger en France II, Entretiens” (Albin Michel,
2002), both Derrida and Granel seem to have coined the famous term at more or less the same moment between 1955-58 even
though it seems that it was Granel’s use of it in his 1955 French translation of Heidegger in “Contributions a la Question de
I’Etre” that preceded its later use by Derrida. In fact, Derrida refers to both of the mentioned concepts of Heidegger in his 1986
interview with the Italian review, “AlphaBeta”.

9. Fictitious is not, as Jacques Lacan once observed, exactly fictive for it qualifies a reductive but perfectly coherent manner
of distinguishing the latter from the “real ” or the “true”.

10. See, in particular, Derrida’s dicussion of “telos” and “idea” in a section of “Voyous” (“Rogues”) entitled, “Téléologie et
architectonique » pp. 167-194, Galilée, 2003.

11. The famous and oft “mythologised” expression is Heidegger’s own and notably drawn upon in “Anaximander’s Saying”
in “Off The Beaten Track”, Cambridge University Press, 2002.
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frustrating the reader of this text, one could also ask: What is the “essence” of all “conservation as
safeguarding”? In what way could ““safeguarding conservation” be viewed as a “different” manner of
“being” with that which “has been”? That which, as Heidegger famously formulated it, is “dispensed”
(“‘geschickte”) to us as history and culture in the “West “and the “East”. To us, that is, as the “West” and
the “East” within the framework of the “metaphysical’” history of the “West”. Indeed, is it not high time to
ask whether rigourous thinking on the profound sense of all “‘conservation’” may have finally come to ““be-
speak” and “safeguard ” more than a merely “‘conservative” intellectual concern? Doubtless, the enduring
spiritual “Crisis of the West " and the oft misunderstood cultural “Decline of the East ” mean, among other
“things”, that questions such as these shall no longer admit of “‘simple”, that is to say, “simply dogmatic™
answers. Equally clear is the fact that their serious pursuit, as some of the contributors to this volume may
perhaps concede, remains “‘simply” indispensable to thinking the planetary * future” of all philosophy.
Today, however, it is “simply” a matter of sheer intellectual honesty to acknowledge that the “telos” of
all “safeguarding conservation” as such shall inevitably exceed, to use Heidegger’s own vocabulary, the
“Onto-Theological” understanding of “Being™ 7 as the merely self-identical and self-present “ground”” of
all that is and may thus be (merely) “preserved”. For in the context of our culturally confused contemporary
world, who could ““simply”” remain content with merely “preserving” that which *““has been”?

Who would wish to ““handle’” a mere* has-been” whilst deluding himself or herself into thinking that, in
so doing, that which ““has been’” may be “truly safeguarded ** ?

In a world as “dis-oriented” as ours, it is indeed hard not to think that aspiring to the mere ’preservation”

French translations of Heidegger’s outrageously “ideo-logised ” writings and other declarations (in the said period) of their
“independence” of the ideological outlook of the Nazi regime. Whilst it is true that, as Fédier himself has mentioned to the
author in several conversations, the imprecise, confusing and oft abusive use of the adjective “Nazi  ironically mirrors the
anti-Semitic use of the adjective “Jewish” before WWII, it is equally paradoxical and unacceptable that Fédier’s own French
translation of the key term, “Self-Affirmation” (“Selbst Behauptung”)- contained in Heidegger’s inaugural address as rector of
Freiburg University- as “elle-méme et envers et contre tout “should validate and, indeed, closely reflect Heidegger’s inaccu-
rate and historically discredited account of his political engagement as rector on behalf of the National-Socialist dictatorship.
For there is no convincing manner of circumventing the incontrovertible evidence that (apart from being a great and original
thinker whose thinking is not beyond critique), Heidegger was an active supporter of the Nazi regime from 1933 to 1934 and
a “critical” one until 1945.

7. The transcription was Heidegger’s own and indeed proposed in Heidegger’s famous letter (published in 1955) to Ernst
Junger entitled, « Uber die Linie ». The text was later included in GA 9 (pp.385-426 ) as “Zur Seinsfrage”. Its English transla-
tion can be found in “The Question of Being” by Jean T. Wilde and William Kublack, New Haven, Conn Twayne Publish-
ers, 1956. In a recently delivered paper at an international conference on Heidegger at Oxford University, | have argued that
Heidegger’s reversion to the earlier transcription of “Seyn™-as “Sein” after 1956 (despite the recurrence of “Seyn” in the 1960s
) is not devoid of all theoretical significance.
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“ The reserve of meaning contained in a work of art as well as the latter’s consistence betoken and validate
the universal thesis of Heidegger’s philosophy, namely, that an entity-whilst venturing into the Open of all
presence-also conceals itself. The self-containment of the work of art ensures that of an entity in general.
Thus, Heidegger’s analysis of the work of art opens perspectives which anticipate and delineate the course
of his later thought .4

(Hans-Georg Gadamer, “Heidegger’s Pathway™)

“On the one hand, | wished to underscore the rootedness of the Enlightenment (“Aufklarung”) in a type
of philosophical questioning which problematises, simultaneously, our relationship to the present, our
historical mode of being as well as the constitution of the self as an autonomous subject. On the other hand,
I wanted to underscore the fact that the thread that attaches us in such a fashion to the Enlightenment is not
that of fidelity to the elements of a specific doctrine but that of the permanent reactivation of an attitude,
that is to say, a philosophical ethos that could be characterised as the permanent critique of our historical
being .5

(Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?”)

Introduction

The question is, inevitably, why Heidegger? How could the controversial German philosopher’s intellectual
heritage possibly bear on the “be-coming” of our ““post-metaphysical”” and “multicultural * world? A
world whose advent, one might plausibly argue, presupposes no less than the irreversible “decline” of
the very traditional cultural universe in the “West” whose “conservation” was a major concern of the
“revolutionary conservative ” that Martin Heidegger never ceased to be throughout his life. Indeed, one
may ask, rather straightforwardly, “what™ (if any “thing’) can Heidegger ““possibly” help us “conserve”
at all today? Or, as some of his rather unapologetic French commentators have suggested, of “what ”
could Heidegger help us “safeguard the memory”? To echo Heidegger himself and perhaps risk further

4. | have drawn upon the French translation of this text by Jean Grondin, Vrin, pp.97-112, 2003.

5. Michel Foucault, « Qu’est-ce que les Lumiéres?» in « Dits et Ecrits », tome 1V, texte n0.339, Paris, Gallimard, 1994. The
translation from the original French is my own.

6. The expression is Frangois Fédier’s and can be found in the lengthy and contestably apologetic introduction to his French
translation of Heidegger’s “political writings” produced in the notorious 1933-34 period (“Ecrits Politiques de Heidegger”
Gallimard, 1995). Therein, Fédier attempts what could be considered a retrospectively apologetic reading of Heidegger by
drawing upon the developments of such key later Heideggerian notions as “Commemorative Thinking”(“Andenken”) so as
to wash the rector Heidegger’s political outlook and conduct clean of any “suspicion” of radically “nationalist conservatism
”. In so doing, Fédier’s unavowed but painfully obvious aim is that of convincing the unsuspecting reader of his tendacious
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“Ours is the era of the hour of the twilight ™
(Martin Heidegger, “Contributions to Philosophy” )

“The entire essay on the “Origin of the Work of Art ” moves, in a knowing and yet unspoken manner, on
the path of the question of the essence of Being. The meditation thereupon, that is to say, on art is wholly
and decisively determined on the basis of the question of Being. Art should be valued neither as a domain
of cultural achievements nor as a reflection of the spirit for it belongs to the Event (“Ereignis”) from which
the “meaning of Being” (see “Being and Time”) is determined. What art is amounts to a question to which
no answer is given in the said essay. What may give the appearance of a response would be different
manners of asking this question.””

“The work of art sets forth the Earth by setting forth as that which encloses itself in the Open. The work
does not preserve the Earth at its mere stuff;

rather, it holds out the latter’s self-enclosedness. In as much as the work thus sets forth the Earth, it sets
itself forth in the Earth (in turn, that is) since the latter is the self-enclosing ground whence the work
emerges. A ground which, since it essentially and always encloses itself, is an Ab-ground .

1. “Unsere Stunde ist das Zeitalter des Untergangs”, Martin Heidegger, « Beitrége zur Philosophie”, GA 65, p.397, Vittorio
Klostermann, 1989.

2. « Der Ursprung des Kunstwerkes, Zusatz » Martin Heidegger, « Holzwege », GA 9, p75, 1977.

3. “Vom Ursprung des Kunstwerkes: Erste Ausarbeitung”, p.5-22, Duncker et Humboldt, Berlin, 1982
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Jauss and Iser; Reception Theory
Bahman Namvar Motlagh, Ph.D.

Academic Member of ranian Academy of Arts

Constence School, which was inaugurated by Jauss and Iser, Had a great impact on the second half of the
twentieth century’s hermeneutics. Emphasizing the aesthetics of reception and the importance of the reading,
this school, which has a strong bond with the literary and artistic studies, regards a special position for the
reader and the audience. Constence School has proposed very innovative ideas in this regard which have
attracted the attention of so many theoreticians and critics. In this article, while having a short introduction
on these two theoreticians’ ideas and their origin, [ will try to scrutinize the relationship between this school
and art. [ will, additionally, discuss how theses ideas have sustained and how they have been criticized and
analyzed.

Key words: Literary Hermeneutics, Aesthetics of Reception, Audience, Jauss, Iser.

Homogeny with the Artistic Work
Mahmoud KHatami, Ph.D.

Philosophy Professor, Tehran University

How can we find access to the core of an artistic work as the manifestation of the artist’s presence and his
work? To answer this challenging question, which has been raised in the hermeneutic discussions of art,
the critics have come up with very innovative findings. This article will, while taking past and present into

account, discuss some of these findings and implications.

Key words:
Hermeneutics of Art, Artistic Work, Homogeny, Empathy.

10

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

Gadamer: The Formations of Hermeneutics of Images

Cristian Lotz, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy

Michigan State University

Gadamer’s conception of “image” is of interest for a general philosophy of images and imaging in particular
for the following reason: in contradistinction to most contemporary accounts of images, Gadamer does not
give up the traditional horizon indicated by concepts such as “eidos” and “essence.” In this paper, I will
first reflect on this general notion of image and the German term “Bild,” after which I will more concretely
deal with the process by means of which images are constituted. I will conclude my reflections with a brief
confrontation of the hermeneutic project with one of the more recent and for phenomenological theories
important theories of pictures, namely, Richard Wollheim’s analysis of “seeing-in.” Gadamer’s main idea,
as I will claim and briefly elucidate, ultimately leads to a theory of images that is superior to Wollheim’s

account.

Key words:
Images, Hermeneutics, Pictures.

9

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 11, Winter 2009


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-42-en.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-13 ]

Heidegger: The “Promise” of “Art”
at the “Twilight” of Philosophy

Simon Farid Oliai, Ph.D.
Researcher and Professor in Depended Institute on

European Research University in Paris

The pertinence of Martin Heidegger’s decisive questioning of the “meaning of Being” to the manifold
problems of our “dis-oriented ” world can be best elucidated in terms of its emphasis on the latter’s radical
finitude. Indeed, Heidegger came to transcribe “Being” as “Being” in order to better highlight the ontological
contingence of the said world. One whose ultimate ontological foundation, according to Heidegger, is “no-
thing” other than the “Ab-ground” of “Being” understood as its “abyssal groundlessness™. In the texts of the
postwar period and, notably, in the controversial 1949 “Bremen Lecture” entitled “The Danger”, Heidegger
explicitly identifies the ““Abground™ of “Being” with the notion of “Death” conceived as the “Hearth of
Being” (“Das Gebirg des Seyns”). In order to think “Death” in such a manner, Heidegger modified the
notion of “World ” which had played a key role in his influential lecture on “art” delivered in the mid 1930s.
In the wake of Heidegger’s own insistence on the “identity” of the “Origin of the Work of Art ”and “Truth”
as the “Ab-ground of Being” we shall further argue that only an “art” practiced as “Poetry”” (“Dichtung™)
could purport to break with “mimesis” and “be-speak Death” as the “Hearth of Being” as well as the
“Open” of the dispensation of its “safeguarded essence”.

Key words:
Being, Field, Open of Being, Imitation, Poem, Death, Art
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Study of Hermeneutics in
Different Areas of Understanding

Hamid Reza Ayatolahi, Ph.D.

Philosphy Professor; Allameh Tabatabaie University

Hermeneutics, generally known as interpreting and rewording a text, faces many complications. Although
the theories of hermeneutics have appeared in various writings, the connections between these theories
and the problems and limitations in the fields of understanding and transference of meaning, have not
received much attention. In this article, the process of understanding, and many of its limitations will
be examined and shown how the different hermeneutic theories were used to overcome these limitations
and ambiguities. Some of these hermeneutic theories focus on the creator's limitations, some focus on the
historical and cultural problems of that era, and some have focused on the reasoning of the interpreter on
the nature of the work. Following, it will be demonstrated how each of the different pieces of literature, are
more exposed to these hermeneutic theories. Finally, the theories of Emilio Betty will be discussed, and
taking the limitations in mind we will be able to demonstrate solid and more general theories in all fields

and all areas of understanding.

Key words:
Hermeneutics, Interpretation, Meaning, Understanding, Interpreter, Writing, Text.
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The Artistic Criticism of Drama and its Difference
with Journalistic and Academic Criticism

Ghotbedin Sadeghi, Ph.D.

Academic Member of Art and Architecture University

Categorizing the criticism of drama into three parts as journalistic, academic, and artistic originates from
Iranian tradition. It should be borne in mind that two great famous European critics, Lucian Goldman
and Roland Barthes, had previously dichotomized criticism into two groups in their literary discussions.
Goldman proposes genetic criticism instead of academic criticism, and Barthes in an analysis proposes
academic criticism instead of interpretive criticism. In any case, our discussion about the criticism of drama
entirely differs from their literary and critical discussions.

While elaborating on the practicality of artistic criticism of drama, | propose, in this research, the hypothesis
that the artistic criticism of art has priority over the journalistic criticism, which is propagandist, shallow, and
non-productive, and it also has priority over the academic criticism, which is neutral and detached from the
social and dynamic activities of daily life. The importance and the privileged status of the artistic criticism
of art truly demand a full observation of the three major integral factors of drama- the play, performance,
and the audience, and all this is meant to develop the aesthetics and the artistic language of drama in
the contemporary era. To achieve this goal, a critic of art must heed the three following characteristics:
knowledge, understanding, and professional conscientious.

Key words:
Presupposition, Methodological Analysis, Rereading, Analysis, Hidden Concepts, Structural Analysis,
Understanding, Internal Metaphor.
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Walter Benjamin and the Overturn of
Metaphysical Sacredness in Art

Mohammad Zaimaran, Ph.D.

Associate Professor; Massachusett University

The following article, while examining the famed article “Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical
Reproduction” by Benjamin, will point out to the overturn of the works of art in the modern world. It will
also claim that the concept of art and, in general, the experience of art have gone through radical changes.
Additionally, concepts such as divine light, heavenly environment, and artistic authenticity have vanished
in history, and the rituals have been replaced with political, social, and cultural experiences with regard to
artistic works. 1 believe that the mechanical reproduction in the contemporary world has been another harsh
stroke on the body of archaic traditional covenants, and it has open up new spaces for artistic experience.

Key words:
Walter Benjamin, Art, Metaphysical Sacredness.
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Preface

The articles of this issue of Pazhouheshnameh, like the previous issues, have been presented in two sections.
The Fist article is in line with the Naghdnameh of previous issue dealing with the critical school. The author
of this article, while analyzing Walter Benjamins’s ideas, elucidates the aftermath of the reproduction and
mechanical multiplicity of artistic works in the contemporary world. The other article of this section divides
the criticism of drama into three kinds. Having described the three kinds of criticism, the author of this
article delineates the characteristics that a critic should possess.

The second section, Naghdnameh, will deal with the hermeneutic criticism as one of the important theories
and critical approaches of art and literature. The richness and the depth of this theory have caused the
appearance of other approaches and theories. It is obviously difficult to deal with such a broad concept
in a single issue of limited pages. Nevertheless, it has been in perspective to present a general picture of
hermeneutics , particularly the contemporary hermeneutics, in relation to the theories of art and literature.
Hence, the five presented articles in Naghdnameh have been chosen accordingly in order to discuss all the
three aspects of the hermeneutic criticism. Since there was a limit to publish all the articles, this theory will
be discussed in later issues. Herewith, we announce that the following issues of Pazhouheshnameh will be
devoted the discourse analysis of art, structuralism, mythological criticism of art, and orientalist criticism

of art. We will welcome the articles in the named fields.
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