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14. significations
15. Cf. Genette, 1966: 161
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It is also true that we have no alternative to describing mundane sensations (such as itches, tickles and
twinges) in metaphorical terms, but what we describe when we describe sensations is not, in most cases,
bound up with value. In this respect, God-talk and music-talk both contrast with sensation-talk. But it seems
that there are some deep feelings that we have, such as grief, love or sexual feelings, which we think or find
valuable. Perhaps these are also evaluatively coloured feelings of the sort that are difficult to describe, and
which invite metaphor. Literature is full of examples of the use of metaphors to describe emotions.

For example, in his extraordinary short story “One Single Night”, Rabindranath Tagore has a character
describe his ecstatic and intense romantic feelings thus: “I stood for a single night on the shore of the
apocalypse, and tasted eternal joy” (Tagore 1994, p. 96). Obviously it was an intense feeling of supreme
value. There is also a temptation to describe such feelings as “profound”. Such feelings fall into the same
class as the aesthetic experiences of music that I have been concerned with in this essay.

Conclusion

Music has aesthetic properties that we can only be described non-literally and which give some music
a value that we experience with delight and even ecstasy. These features resist literal description. They defy
and mock our descriptive efforts. These evaluatively significant properties are elusive. It is as if they taunt
us, saying “Describe us if you dare!” Yet they do not do so from a distance, but as something intimately
known by us. They mock us tenderly. *

« Some parts of this paper was given as a talk at the Russell Society at Sydney University, and at Edinburgh University.
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ineffable properties—properties that are not literally describable. | mentioned earlier that my ineffabilist
view should be distinguished from the view that music is a source of ineffable knowledge. Such a view sees
music as somehow putting us in touch with a transcendental realm. If I am right, this is precisely to miss
the point about music, which is the linguistic inexpressibility of a this-worldly phenomenon. The other-
worldly mystical view offends a fundamental idea, central to Hanslick’s approach (Hanslick 1986): that we
should understand music in its own terms, and not see it as a means of getting somewhere else, such as to
feel certain emotions, or a stepping-stone to a transcendental realm. Both are equally music-abuse! Despite
the high-flown intentions of those who take the transcendental approach, according to which music is the
pathway to a deeper, or higher, reality, beyond the perceptible world, such a view fails to respect the value
of music in its own right. Music is a mystery; but it is a this-worldly mystery. The sounds are not a mere
springboard or a wormhole to another world. The value of music is there in the sounds.

Second, in Maimonides’ view there is a deficiency in our understanding of God’s intrinsic positive
properties: we do not know them and we cannot think of them. By contrast, on my view, we do and can
know and think of the (positive) intrinsic aesthetic properties of music. Our deficiency is in putting our
understanding into words. We have a kind of non-verbalizable knowledge of music, whereas for Maimonides
we have no positive knowledge, verbalizable or non-verbalizable, of God’s positive intrinsic properties. We
do have knowledge of the aesthetic properties of music; it is just that that knowledge is not verbalizable in
literal terms. We know and experience the positive intrinsic aesthetic properties of music that we cannot
literally speak of, whereas on Maimonides’ view we do not have knowledge of God’s positive intrinsic
properties.

Nevertheless our metaphorical descriptions of God and music are importantly similar in that in both
cases we are attempting to describe evaluatively significant objects or properties. God is conceived of
not just as a source of the material world but also as a source of value; and similarly, we conceive of the
metaphorically described features of music as a source of musical value. In both cases, we use metaphor,
simile and other figurative modes of linguistic expression to describe that value.
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He was especially concerned with criteria for deciding whether to take certain descriptions of God literally
or figuratively. One of his aims was to reconcile religion with secular learning, as far as possible. In those
days secular learning was Aristotelian metaphysics; these days it is science. In most respects (but not all),
he was in search of a ‘compatibilist” approach to the two areas of thought.

Maimonides argues that anthropomorphic claims about God in Hebrew Scripture are to be interpreted
and understood metaphorically. An example is the claim that God “spoke”. | suspect that his grounds are
largely coherentist: these claims must be understood metaphorically (a) because other scriptural claims
imply that He cannot speak; and (b) because of independently plausible claims, which have their source
outside scripture.

In a famous section on the negative understanding of God, we meet the claim that permissible literal
descriptions of God are all negative (Maimonides 1958, book 1, chapter 50-60). (Aquinas took up this idea
and it has since become known as the Via Negativa.) God has negative properties, as do other things, such
as myself. For example, God does not have positive spatial properties; and | am not a hippopotamus. God
also has positive properties, as do other things, such as myself. However, a difference between God and
other things is that we can describe the positive properties of the other things literally. For example, | am
over 6 feet tall, and | was born in North West London. God’s positive properties, by contrast, according
to Maimonides, cannot be literally described. Or perhaps the thesis is the more restricted one that God’s
intrinsic or essential properties cannot be literally described; after all it seems that we can literally say that
He created the world, which is a relational and non-essential property of God. Either way, it seems that
the positive descriptions of God that we find in scripture, such as that He “spoke” certain words, must be
understood metaphorically.

This-worldly Mysticism

My view of positive descriptions of music in terms of emotion, motion and height is in many respects
similar—they are all metaphors or other non-literal linguistic devices. But there are two important
differences. Firstly, God is, or He is conceived as being, a transcendent being. He is the basis for the existence
of physical world, and is not part of it. We might call that transcendent mysticism. My view of music, by
contrast, is immanent mysticism. Music, or rather stretches of music, are part of the physical world. We can
hear music, but we cannot see or hear God. Music is also limited in space and time. Yet despite that, it has
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My proposal is the following: there is something special about the nature of the pleasure that we sometimes
have when listening to music, when that experience is ecstatic. What is special is that our experience of the
metaphorically described substantive features of the music typically grounds an awareness of its aesthetic
value. The emotional metaphors describe features that make the music aesthetically valuable. This is why
we are ecstatic. Musical ecstasy is the revelation of musical value. We experience the features of the music
that make it valuable (see further Zangwill 2001, chapters 1 and 2).

Musical Profundity

This proposal may yield a solution to the puzzle of musical ‘profundity’ that Peter Kivy has raised (Kivy
1990). Kivy reflects on our inclination to describe some instrumental music as “profound”, when it is very
unclear what might be meant by that. I agree with Kivy that music is not literally saying anything profound,
since it is not saying anything at all. Nevertheless, our intense experience of great music, which we are
tempted to call profound, has something in common with understanding profound utterances. Literally
profound statements are valuable, especially if they contain or convey an important truth in a beautiful
way. Both profound music and profound statements are valuable. Furthermore, some profound statements,
perhaps poetic ones, are often deep yet hard to understand and explain. Similarly, it is not just hard but
impossible linguistically to express or explain the value of great music that we want to call “profound”. Of
course, on this view, “profound” as applied to music is another metaphor. But the metaphor would have a
point if there were the sort of similarities just mentioned, or others.

Music and God

I claimed that metaphorical aesthetic descriptions of music have much in common with metaphorical
descriptions of sensations: in both areas there are literally indescribable properties, or at least properties
that we cannot describe literally in public language. The difference between them is that what we describe
metaphorically, in the case of music but not sensations, are features that generate value. But it is also
illuminating to compare aesthetic descriptions of music with metaphorical descriptions of God. Perhaps
music is half way between sensations and God!

Inhisgreatwork Guide for the Perplexed, Moses Maimonides—the great medieval Jewish philosopher—
explores metaphor, simile and other figurative uses of language in Hebrew scripture (Maimonides 1958).
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and our experience of it. (This idea can be found in Scruton 1997 and Zuckerkandl 1956.)

Of course, there are some simple literal descriptions of music and our musical experience of it. For
example, we may describe music as “beautiful”” or “graceful”, which are literal descriptions. But there is
always a lot more to say than that. Only by means of metaphor and simile can we fully describe music, and
even then our description is doomed to inadequacy.

There is a reality in the music and in our experience of it that escapes literal description, and we gesture
at it by any means that we have available. But we inevitably fail to capture its true character. Metaphor and
simile are the best we can do, however, and some such descriptions are better than others. But the character
of the music and of our musical experience is ultimately ineffable.

To prevent one source of misunderstanding, let me note that the view is not that music is a source of
ineffable extra-musical knowledge. | say more about this contrast below. It is music itself and our experience
of it that has ineffable properties, not any knowledge of the world that it may induce in us.

Sensations and Musical Ecstasy

Much musical experience is prosaic, but some musical experience has an ecstatic intensity that makes
its literal indescribability particularly noticeable. The (double) ineffability thesis—about music and about
our experience of it—does not immediately yield an explanation of the ecstatic intensity of some of our
experience of music, although it is necessary to explain it. Music is not alone in being afflicted with
ineffability and literal indescribability. Our descriptions of ordinary bodily sensations, such as pains, itches,
tickles or twinges are similarly afflicted. (Like aesthetic judgements, these descriptions are also ‘subjective’
in Kant’s sense (Kant 1928, section 1). One may describe a sensation as “painful”, but beyond that, a
more exact description will deploy metaphor or simile. Beyond very simple terms, our description of our
sensations and other feelings also manifests the phenomena of ineffability and literal indescribability. But we
do not have the phenomena of ecstasy in many cases, such as the description of common and unexceptional
sensations, such as pains, itches, tickles or twinges. So the appeal to ineffability is not sufficient to explain
ecstasy.
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Musical Indescribability

Music seems mysterious, and our experience of some music can have a peculiar depth. | think we should
embrace this mysteriousness and not try to explain it away. There is something about music and our
experience of it which means that it is not describable in literal terms. | here explore a view of music that is
unashamedly mystical. However, this mysticism takes a particular form.

I was looking for an entry on “music” in Robert Audi’s Dictionary of Philosophy (Audi 1999) when |
chanced upon an entry on “mysticism” by William Mann, in which he writes:

Mystics claim that, although veridical, their experience cannot be adequately described in language,
because ordinary communication is based on sense-experience and conceptual differentiation:
mystical writings are thus characterised by metaphor and simile.

I think that we should accept just such a view of music. Music has what are sometimes called ‘ineffable’
qualities—qualities that we can think of but that are literally indescribable. And our experience of music has
ineffable qualities. We reach for metaphor and simile to describe aesthetic properties of music that cannot
otherwise be described (Zangwill 2001, chapter 10). The same is true of our experiences of those properties.
Metaphor, simile and other figurative devices are the best we can do to capture the aesthetic nature of music,
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A Love Song for the Cow
A Structuralist Analysis Based on Greimas’s Method

Mohsen Fakhri
M.A of English Literature

This article is to study the movie The Cow, a movie by Dariush Mehrjooie, in the light of the semiotic and
narratologist A. J. Greimas. This study is based on his theory that all the process of meaning formation is
achieved through the relation of binary oppositions. He maintains that the interaction and conflict between
the binary oppositions form the meaning which constructs the basis for all the plot formulas in the narratives.
Since structuralism illustrates the process of meaning formation, this article proposes two hypotheses to the
basic question of why this narrative ends so tragically and why the destiny of the main character is doomed
to failure and destruction.

To answer the question, the article studies the confrontation of two main discourses in the narrative; nature
versus culture. Regarding them as the inner logic of this narrative and the cause to the forwarding of the
plot, the article aspires to prove that whether they can build up a dialog or not, and it will prove how the
main character is a victim of the attempt to consolidate and unify culture and nature. Secondly it studies the
character functions to see how the attitude of the characters and their misplacement in the model of actants
may have been a real cause to the destruction of the main character.

Keywords:
Greimas, Nature, Culture, Binary Oppositions, Actants, Character Functions.
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Narrative Actions Based on Greimas’s Method;
Two Case Studies

Ali Abbasi; Ph.D.
Shahid Beheshti University

The purpose of this article is to illustrate Greimas’s method. Greimas is one of the major structuralist of
Paris Semiotic-Semantic School who has specifically accentuated the structure of narratives. In this article,
I will introduce the narrative structure of narratives in the light of Greimas, and will answer the following
questions: what is a narrative? And which is at least a narrative? As a case study, | will analyze the narrative
structure and the plot of the book The Sunless Wanderer. Then | will answer these questions: is this book a
narrative? Does it follow a coherent narrative logic (internal coherence)? If so why? Is there a fixed pattern
(a triple: beginning, middle, and the end) present in this book? Later in the second part, | will try to have a
structuralist analysis of a painting based on Greimas’s method.

Keywords:
Greimas, Narrative, Plot, The Least Narrative, Narrative Structure, Internal Coherence.
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Structuralist-Linguistic Analysis of the Poem
In the Tar Of Night

Mahvash Ghavimi; Ph.D.
Shahid Beheshti University
Hassan Zokhtareh
Ph.D. Student; Shahid Beheshti University

Structural-linguistic analysis is one of the first fruitful approaches to nouvelle critique, which studies the
text using linguistic insights, irrespective of external elements. The history of such an approach to the text
analysis dates back to Russian Formalists, specially Roman Jakobson; later structuralism and the new study
methods enjoyed this approach. The present paper, using structural- linguistic analysis, attempts to confirm
the efficiency of the approach and also present a different reading of one of Sohrab Sepehri’s poems through

studying text elements.

Keywords:
Title, Structure, Equilibrium, Figurative Language, Rhyme.
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Historical Identity of Russian Structuralism

Ahmad Pakatchi; Ph.D.

Academic Member of Imam Sadegh University

Structuralism is a name for a trend in human science which is mostly known by its originators- Saussure
and French structuralism- rather than the social concept it deals with. Having a view over the last century,
we come across this question that since the Russian linguists were pioneers to the Saussurian model, and
the immigrant Russian thinkers played a remarkable role in forming the Czech structuralism, how much the
ground was prepared for the structuralism to appear in Russia? And after the establishment of the Marxist-
leninist government how did it manage to survive? When the formalism was prevalent and dominant,
structuralism had not been born yet, and when The Soviet Union was in power no trend dared to bear such
a name.

What makes a research difficult concerning the history of structuralism in Russia is the distance Russian
structuralism keeps from the Saussurian synchronic tendency; from regarding the structure as dynamic and
emphasizing the personal creativity. This article is trying to first restudy the structuralist elements regarding
the post-Saussurian movements. Examining these elements in the atmosphere of Russia, then the article
will illustrate the Russian structuralist movement. This research will additionally discuss the movements
which do not call themselves structuralist but have been recently called so by the critics.

Keywords:
Structure, Structuralism, Russia, Formalism, Morphology, Mosco-Tarto School.
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Structuralist Criticism

Koorosh Safavi; Ph.D.

Allameh Tabatabaie University

This article is devoted to the study of structuralist criticism. In order to achieve the target, the author has
divided the article into several parts. Each part begins with a question in order to deal with the idea that what
elements are basically supposed to be sought in structuralist criticism or what is a structuralist criticism in
its own ideal form. The final part of the article will set forth a proposed model which is, to the author, a new

model for literary criticism from the view point of “ structuralist linguistics”.

Keywords:
Structuralism, Linguistics, Langue, Critical Model.
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An Aesthetic Analysis of Religious Programs on Iran’s National TV

Asghar Fahimifar; Ph.D.

Assistant Professor; National TV College

Depending on a philosophical and aesthetic literature in the realm of media, this article is to analyze a
bunch of religious programs on Iran National TV. While carrying a pathological approach to some programs
such as worship and prayer, and comparing those programs to the similar ones abroad, the article will try to
propose recommendations to produce better programs in this field. The main question that is put forward in
this article is whether the TV producers have been able to enjoy and mirror all the aesthetic potentiality of
TV in order to place religious concepts such as worships in the frame of TV programs.

Keywords:

TV Programs, Technology, Religion, Format, Composition.

Music and Mysticism

Nick Zzangwiill; Ph.D.

Philosophy Professor, Durham University

I outline an ineffabilist view of music and our experience of it. There is a special problem with describing
music and musical experience in literal terms. | compare and contrast the problem of describing music
and our experience of it first with the problem of describing sensations and then with the problem of
describing God. | make a suggestion concerning the apparent profundity of some music.

Keywords:

Music, Mysticism, Profundity, Ineffability.
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Preface

The articles presented in this issue are dichotomized into two parts. The first part, while investigating the
religious programs on Iranian National TV from an aesthetic point of view and making comparison to the
similar foreign programs, discusses the need to produce new types and genres for the production of the
similar programs. The other article in this part emphasizes the mystic nature of music while drawing the
conclusion that the nature and essence of music are not likely to be described.

The second section of this issue deals with structuralism as one of the mainstream approaches to literature
and art in twentieth century. Structuralism has a special position in the history of twentieth’s century criticism
to the point that it paves the way for the emergence of nouvelle critique and the following opposing
approach post-structuralism. There are five article presented in this section which in one way or another
aspire to briefly or comprehensively clarify the formation and expansion of this approach. And finally there
are articles, having structuralism in view, that apply the principals of reading a text to some Iranian artistic
and cultural works.
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