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for photographic enhancement. The historical, social, political, and artistic milieus are important influences
from its context of origin. Photographs are situated in and contingent upon the physical universe.

External Context refers to where and under what conditions the photograph is seen; for example,
in a court of law presented by an attorney along with the expert testimony of a photography specialist; or on
a wall with an identification label in a guarded art museum; or crumbled in a trash can on a busy street of a
large city. In the last example, it would be very difficult to place such a crumpled photograph, made by an
unknown photographer, of an unidentified person, place, or thing in any of the categories with confidence.
Nonetheless, if that crumpled photograph is put into use in a different presentational environment, it will
take on meanings that will require interpretations.

Conclusion

Without interpretive thought and argument, photographs are mere pieces of chemically sensitized
paper or binary codes of pixels on a screen. Photographs, as all pictures, demand interpretations.
Photographs particularly demand interpretations because they are easily seen through: We tend to look
through the photograph as if it were something or someone in the real world. Photographs, however, are
images constructed for purposes. They are opinions about the world. The opinions are formed through what
is selected to be photographed; the instant about which the photograph is made; and the degree of credibility
it offers or denies for the viewer.

The categories presented here do not allow one the comfort of labeling a photograph as a “still
life” or “portrait” or “landscape.” Rather, the categories ask the viewers to consider what is at stake in the
still life, portrait, or landscape. What is the photograph for or against? Is it praising or condemning? What
worldview does it present? The considerations presented here are meant to aid in thoughtful considerations
of what photographs mean when they are put to use.
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Szarkowski in the exhibition and book Mirrors and Windows uses a continuum of photographic poles:
“mirrors” that emphasize the view of the photographer, and “windows” that emphasize the view of the
world.®® In the 1970s Time-Life publishers identified The Great Themes of photography as the human
condition, still life, portraits, the nude, nature, and war.*®

The advantage of the six new categories proposed here do not allow the comfort of placing a
photograph as a portrait or a still life: Rather, the system requires that one ask of the portrait is it praising
or condemning the person it shows; it asks one to question whether the still life is meant to be shown as
desirable or not. In other words, these categories are meant to demand interpretation of images, rather than
quickly sorting them into types according to subject matter or style.

An intelligent use of the six categories is to place any photograph in each of the categories and to
see how it is descriptive, what it explains, how interpretive it is, what is judges to be morally or aesthetically
good, and what it says about the medium of photography. Where does the photograph fit best? Where would
the photographer place the photograph; where has the user placed the photograph by how it is being used?
Reasons, evidence, and argumentation are required to confidently place a photograph into a category.

Interpreting Photographs Through Contextual Clues

To place a photograph with confidence in a category, one needs contextual information.
Photographs can be thought of as having three sources of contextual information: internal, original, and
external. Through examination of contexts, we can more confidently know what a photograph is about or
how it is being used.

Internal Context refers to what can be seen and identified in the photograph itself. This is an
especially potent source of information because of the indexical qualities of photographs: they show
what was “there” to greater or lesser degrees. Throughout history photographs have been manipulated to
intentionally give false information, and the reliability of the truth of a photograph is further challenged
today by potential manipulations with computers. Nevertheless, we can carefully start with what we see in
a photograph.

Original Context refers to the physical world of which the photograph was originally made, or
the photograph’s causal environment: for example, lower Manhattan in the United States of America on
September 11, 2001, at ten o’clock in the morning; or for another example, on a table top in an artist’s
studio under artificial lighting in the early 21st century with the aid of post-production digital technologies
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Using the categories

This category system is invented to account for all photographs, art and non-art, photographs
made for personal memory with cell phones and large format photographs made for museum exhibition. It
is based not on subject matter or form but rather on how photographs are made to function and how they
are used to function. This system is designed to help viewers think about photographs and especially to
interpret them. Its six categories--descriptive, explanatory, interpretive, ethically evaluative, aesthetically
evaluative, and theoretical--have distinguishing characteristics, but photographs overlap them. It is the
viewer’s task to figure out in which categories a photograph fits and in which one or more it fits best. Use
of the categories ought to enlighten how photographs are made or presented to be understood.

These six categories are for sorting photographs, not photographers. Photographers tend to make
certain kinds of images with some consistency, but they also may depart from their usual work. Most of
Edward Weston’s photographs fit within the aesthetically evaluative category, but his photographs that
condemn destruction of the environment belong in the ethically evaluative category. Many of Barbara
Kruger’s images are about social issues and are ethically evaluative, but some are more specifically about
how we as a society use images and these would overlap into the theoretical category.

Photographs may fit well in more than one category, and more than one category may apply
to any single photograph. For example, all photographs, no matter how abstract, give some descriptive
information about the people, places, and objects they show. Thus, all photographs could fit the descriptive
category. Most photographs also interpret what they present photographically, because they are made by
people with points of view, with understandings of the world, with passions. Thus, all photographs could
be placed in the interpretive category. All art and all photographs are about other art in the sense that past
art influences present art, and present art can always be read in the light of influences upon it. Thus, all
photographs could fit in the theoretical category. Most of these placements, however, would be in a weak
sense. To place a photograph into a category and show that it fits in a strong sense, we have to figure out
what it does most, what it does best, or how it is most clearly being used.

There are other ways to categorize photographs: In 1839 around the time of the invention of
photography, photographs were classified as “science” or “art.” Pictorialist and Purist divisions came next,
which are more recently referred to as “manipulated” or “straight.” Historian Beaumont Newhall (1908-
1993) identified four stylistic trends: straight, formalistic, documentary, and equivalent.}’ In 1978 John
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Hiroshi Sugimoto. Lightning Fields 128, 2009.

Sugimoto. He is aware that “Sometimes, with
8x10 film, when you pull it out of the film folder
it just sparks and scars the film, especially
in winter, when the conditions are very dry.
When it happens that’s the end of the image,
so | always hated it. But at a certain point |
decided to love it, you know, to make it happen
intentionally. So | created a stage to make it
happen.” He bought an electric generator and
used it to charge a metal ball with static; placed
a large sheet of unexposed film on a metal
table, and moved a ball over it. “When | feel
the charge is strong enough then | just move
a metal ball closer to the metal sheet and at a
certain point — bang! — it just sparks.” He
refers to the resulting images as “Lightning
Fields.” The images resemble meteor showers
and treeing effects on the film, shattering it
with forks of energy. These forms are similar
to photogenic drawings or photograms that
Henry Fox Talbot (1800-1877) made with
spruce needles, wild fennel, and oak branches.
Sugimoto says “Fox Talbot’s momentous discovery of the photosensitive properties of silver alloys led to
the development of positive-negative photographic imaging. The idea of observing the effects of electrical
discharges on photographic dry plates reflects my desire to re-create the major discoveries of these scientific
pioneers in the darkroom and verify them with my own eyes.”*® Thus Sugimoto’s interest in the properties
of the medium of photography and the resulting images created are good reasons to interpretively think of
“Lightning Fields” as theoretical photographs.
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Saeideh Akbari, Utopia, August 9, 2008.

its variety and how it can be
rendered photographically.
This is the kind of “art
photography” most familiar
to many. Photographs in
this category are usually
of beautiful things
photographed in beautiful
ways (and sometimes of
ugly things that ought to
be beautiful). The subject
matters are infinite, but
the most conspicuous and
common in the West are the
nude, the landscape, and the
still life. Saeideh Akbari’s
photograph, Utopia, August 9, 2008, fits well within this category, by look as well as by the artist’s stated
intent: “I was at the swimming pool and was taking lots of pictures from different angles and started to get
bored so | decided to do something different. I started shooting everything out of focus. Then I realized that
some things don’t need to be in focus to make a good picture. In this specific picture, the blurry one actually
is a much better picture than the sharp one.”®

Theoretical photographs: This last category includes photographs about photography. These
photographs comment on issues about art and art making, about the politics of art, about modes of
representation, and other theoretical issues about photography and photographing. They include photographs
about films, photographs about photographs, art about art, and can be considered a visual type of art criticism
or theory of photography that use pictures rather than words. The photographers who make images that fit
within this category are aware of and concerned about the photographic medium itself, with what it does
and does not do, how it pictures, and to what effect. Hiroshi Sugimoto’s Lightning Fields 128, 2009, fits
within this category. Processes inherent to photography derived from the history of photography intrigue
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Shadi Ghadirian, from the series Like Everyday, 2002.

Walter Martin and Paloma Mufios, can serve as a clear
example of an interpretive photograph. Two fellow
photographers comment on the work of Martin and
Murios: “Within the simple constraints of a glass globe,
the captivating images in Travelers conjure up entire
sequences of imaginary worlds and events. Martin and
Mufioz collaboratively create mesmerizing miniature
snowbound environments, then record them in chilly
color photographs. At first glance the work is playful;
on closer observation, it often reveals darker narratives:
lone wanderers survey the frigid landscape, people and
creatures exhibit unnatural tendencies, and ill-defined
crimes are committed.”®® If we assume that the unarmed
persons in the photograph are being victimized, then the
photograph overlaps with the next category, ethically
evaluative photographs.

Ethically Evaluative photographs: These describe, and some of them attempt scientific
explanations, others offer personal interpretations, but most distinctively, they make ethical or political
judgments about that which they show. They are usually passionate, and may not attempt objectivity or
neutrality. They attempt “to move us to indignation and action.”** Shadi Ghadirian’s photograph, from the
series Like Everyday, 2002, might fit within this category. I am aware that Iranian women are not required
to wear the full chador, and that it is not usually worn in the home, but in this photograph | see six covered
figures, presumably women, who are veiled and whose faces are replaced by household objects. As an
outsider to the culture, the photograph seems to be objecting to the annihilation of women’s individuality
in society as well as in the home, either by choice or by authoritarian dictate.

Aesthetically Evaluative photographs: Other photographs make judgments, not about social issues
but about aesthetic issues. The photographs in this category point out what their photographers consider to be
worthy of aesthetic observation and contemplation. They are usually about the wonder of visual form in all
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Walter Martin and Paloma Mufios, Traveler 46 at Night, 2003

Explanatory photographs: The difference between “photographic descriptions” and “photographic
explanations” is blurry, but there is enough difference between a passport photograph and Eadweard
Muybridge’s photographs of how animals and people move to merit separate categories. The photographic
artwork by Alfredo Jaar and David Levi Strauss, Lament of the Images, 2009, also serves as a clear example.
Jaar and Strauss collaborated on a series of images called “Lament of the Images” as a protest to the United
States government from keeping us from seeing certain photographs from the war in Irag. They submitted
one to The New York Times, which refused to print it. Strauss wrote the captions for the three missing images
represented by black rectangles. (Left: “Photograph taken at Abu Ghraib prison in mid-December 2003,
picturing a small number of individuals using guard dogs to intimidate naked Iraqi detainees.” Middle:
“Autopsy images of an Afghan prisoner who died in U. S. Custody, showing rope burns on his neck and a
cross cut into his scalp.” Right: “Snapshot of an unidentified U.S. soldier crouching down with one thumb
raised in victory, grinning and leaning toward a blackened, decaying corpse.”) Straus said the piece is
“to stand in for the many images the president had decided we should not be allowed to see...[a refusal]
to release more than two thousand images documenting the abuse and torture of prisoners in lIraq and
Afghanistan by U.S. military and intelligence personnel.”** Lament of the Images fits well within the both
the explanatory category and overlaps the ethically evaluative
category of photographs as political protest.

Interpretive photographs: Like explanatory photographs,
interpretive photographs also seek to explain how things
are, but they do not attempt scientific accuracy, nor are they
accountable to scientific testing procedures. They are personal
and subjective interpretations, more like poetry than a scientific
report. They are usually fictional but may be true. In these, the
photographer often causes “something to take place which would
not have occurred had the photographer not made it happen.”*?
Photographers working interpretively stage people or objects
in front of the lens or intervene in real-life situations, directing

the participants, or they do both. Traveler 46 at Night, 2003, by
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Alfredo Jaar and David Levi Strauss, Lament of the Images, 2009.

people pictured. In the Museum of Modern Art is it “high art,” and serves as an example of a photograph
as an aesthetic object. Within the Museum, it is shown in a gallery of its own, apart from paintings and
sculptures, implying that a photograph is different in kind than other visual media.

I think there are six major ways photographs are used, and have put these into an overlapping
category system, which consists of these types: Descriptive photographs, Explanatory photographs,
Interpretive photographs, Ethically Evaluative photographs, Aesthetically Evaluative photographs, and
Theoretical photographs. Explanations of these six categories, with examples, follow.

Descriptive photographs: All photographs describe in the sense that they offer descriptive, visual
information, with greater or lesser detail and clarity, about the surfaces of people and objects. Some
photographs, however, are not meant to be more than descriptions, such as identification photographs,
medical X-rays, photomicrographs, space exploration photographs, surveillance photographs, and
reproductions of artworks. Their photographers are attempting to accurately record subject matter, and in
many cases these photographs are painstakingly produced to be accurately descriptive and evaluatively
neutral. Passport photographs are made for identification purposes, and not to show a person to be beautiful
or interesting. This is not to say that these photographs are not highly coded: We have learned to see the
subject in a passport photograph as a person and not as a disembodied head.*

Lament of the Images

By Alfredo Jaar
and David Levi Strauss

Photograph  taken at Abu Ghrmaib prison in  Autopsy image of an Afghan prisoner who died in ~ Snapshot of an unidentified U.S. soldier crouching
mid-December 2003, picturing a small number of  U.S. custody, showing rope bums on his neck anda  down with one thumb raised in victory, grinning and
individuals using guard dogs to intimidate naked  cross cut into his scalp. leaning toward a blackened, decaying corpse.

Iraqi detainees.
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of time. What photographs show, they show as if it were an instant, even if it is a picture of the universe
billions of years ago. Photographs also show only that instant during which they were made. Photographs
are always made in and of a particular, discrete, measured, and measurable instant of time, usually one that
is very short. What they picture has existed in time. A painting does not give us the certainty: We can paint
pictures of what does not or cannot exist in the world.

Credibility: “People believe photographs.”® Photographs inherit credibility from history and
current theory. In 1852 William Henry Fox Talbot referred to the camera as “the pencil of nature,” that is,
he claimed that photographs inscribe reality directly onto photosensitive materials without interfering and
fallible human hands. Photographs have what C. S. Peirce called an indexical quality: That is, a photograph
is a sign that is caused by what it shows.” Thus, in Roland Barthes’s words, photography is “a magic,
not an art.” The magic of photography, for Barthes, is that the photograph emanates beyond reality and
authenticates the past existence of what it represents. Its power of authentication exceeds its power of
representation. He declares the essence of photography to be “that which has been”--he “can never deny
that the thing has been there.”® We also tend to see through photographs, as if they were transparent:® we
tend to concentrate on what is pictured rather than how it is pictured. We look through the picture plane,
ignoring all that the photographer has done to what is pictured.

In short, through slippery cognitive shifts, we tend to conflate photographs with actual things in
the world rather than always considering them biased visual opinions imbued with attitudes and interests.
Photographs “prove” someone or something was there in time because photographs are the result of light
reflecting off of real things onto light sensitive materials. Once it is established that he or she was there, we
can imaginatively impose reasons for why they were there, such as for supposed transactions of prostitution.
Like free-floating facts devoid of context, we put the photographs to use for our own purposes and our uses
are strangely convincing.

How are photographs used?

Photographs are used to describe, explain, interpret, to make ethical judgments, to make aesthetic judgments,
and to theorize about the medium of photography. When Doisneau’s photograph of the café was in Le Point,
it was part of an exploration of café life in Paris. When the alcohol abuse league printed the photograph
illegally in its temperance brochure, it became a disapproving judgment about alcohol. When it was again
illegally printed with a caption about prostitution, it became an implied negative ethical judgment about the
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“Prostitution in the Champs-Elysées.”® The photograph resides in the permanent collection of the Museum
of Modern Art in New York City, a prestigious artworld venue for photography, especially in the last half
of the 20th century. The Museum’s influential curator at the time, John Szarkowski, also selected it as one
of only a hundred photographs highlighting the Museum’s collection and the history of photography.* The
photograph now appears here in a theoretical article in an academic journal published in Iran.

How is it that the misuse of Doisneau’s photograph being about prostitution is so convincing in the
tabloid just by its publication and the addition of a caption? The man in the photograph sued the publication
and won his case, successfully defending his reputation as one who was not seeking a prostitute. How is it
that a single photograph can appear so convincingly in so many different venues, from gossip sheets to the
Museum of Modern Art?

Why are photographs amenable to imposed meanings?

Photographs are selective, instantaneous, and credible.® Selectivity: the process of making a photograph is
one of selecting from what is there before the lens, potentially the universe and all its minutiae. Photography
is a subtractive process: the photographer rids the viewfinder of what is not wanted to distill what is wanted.
This is different from painting, an additive process, where | start with a blank canvas and add to it. If there
is light, the viewfinder of a camera is never empty, always showing something. I move the camera around,
side to side, up and down, closer to my subject or farther away. By positioning the camera, or by removing
things from the scene, | eliminate what | don’t want in the frame so that | can better show what | want to be
seen. Who shall be in the frame? Who shall be out? Looking at the group of people in my viewfinder, should
I isolate one person for an effect of loneliness; join two people into one frame, implying intimacy; include
the whole group of people but emphasize the setting instead of the people?

Instantaneity: Any photograph is made by having a camera lens open for a certain amount of
time, whether that amount is one thousandth of a second or an hour. Because a photograph is made by
light passing through a lens onto light-sensitive material for a measured amount of time, in a sense, any
photograph is a representation of time. At one extreme, scientifically exploratory photographs of objects
in space may be exposed for a duration of minutes, but they record billions of light-years and present them
as a single instant; at the other extreme, a photograph can stop the motion of a bird with rapidly fluttering
wings with an exposure of one thirty-thousandth of a second.

Photographs are instantaneous in many different ways. They are made in a measurable length
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How do photographs mean?

Photographs mean through use. That is, photographs attain
meanings by how they are used in society, according to the
context in which they are situated, and for what reasons. For
an infamous example, consider Robert Doisneau’s photograph
of a man and woman at a bar that he made in Paris in 1958.
With the pictured subjects’ consent, Doisneau made
the photograph as part of a human-interest story on Paris
cafés, one of his favorite topics, and it was published in the
French mass-circulation magazine Le Point.! Later, without
the photographer’s or subjects’ agreement, it appeared in a
brochure on the evil of alcohol consumption.? Still later, and
still without the photographer’s or subjects’ consent, it was
again published, this time in a gossip tabloid with the caption
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‘Acclamation’ and ‘Condemnation’ as
Criticism in Islamic-lranian Artistic Tradition

Manizheh Kangarani
Academy of Arts
Mehrangiz Mazaheri, Ph.D.

Academic Member of Alzahra University

The Islamic-Iranian culture consisted of factors worth of being applied for the establishment of a
comprehensive critical system, yet unfortunately these factors were often taken for granted by researchers
and were never inscribed or described as methods. This negligence resulted in the idea that Iranian culture
has been devoid of required potentials for critical theory and art criticism. Whereas there are many sources
found based on which one can observe a kind of critical delicacy in old texts. However, these materials are
quite different than today’s critical methods and present a specific critical reading method for literary and
artistic works; they could act as authentic references for recognizing our ancient critical analyses of arts.
This paper will hence explore the roots and methods of art criticism by studying some remains of the most
ancient artistic texts from the ninth and tenth centuries and surveying their critical assessments. Since this
means a vast area of various subjects and expressions, the present paper will be restricted to the analysis of
two traditional critical criteria, i.e. ‘acclamation’ and ‘condemnation’.

Keywords:
History of Criticism, Traditional and Vernacular Criticism, Acclamation and Condemnation, Dibacheh,
Tazkareh, Golestan Honar.
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Considering the Meaning of Some Critical Expressions
in Ancient Calligraphy

Mahdi Sahragard
PhD Student of Comparative-Analytical History of Islamic Art,
Shahed University
Mehrdad Qayyoomi Bidhendi, Ph.D.
Academic member of Shahid Beheshti University

Although the preceders have written so little on criticism of their contemporary works of calligraphy and no
single work of criticism might be found, a survey of old scripts and treatises reveals that old critics made use
of certain predetermined and conventional expressions within their texts to briefly point to certain features
in calligraphy. Some of these terms have a critical function, that is, they comprise concepts signifying
particular qualities of a given handwriting, based on which the authors could measure the superiority or
inferiority of an artist’s calligraphy or its unique features. Khat-e-Mayagra and Khat-e-Nazok are two
examples of the oldest expressions that have been repeatedly applied in different treatises. This article tends
to make a comprehensive survey of the exact signification and application of the above expressions. This
survey would reveal that in terms of signification, these two expressions are respectively interrelated with

two other expressions, i.e. Khat-e-Nekoo and Khat-e-Barik.

Keywords:
Calligraphy, Criticism, Khat-e-Mayagra, Khat-e-Nazok, Khat-e-Nekoo, Khat-e-Barik.
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Foundation of Art Criticism in the Ninth Century (A.H)

Yaghoob Azhand, Ph.D.
Professor at the University of Tehran

In this article, logical and associate aspects of art in the ninth century are explored and the factors and
courses leading to such association are scrutinized in order to identify and dissect the procedures of art
criticism at work in this period. The ninth century takes various artistic directions. It is considered one
of the key periods of art in Iran within which different forms of artistic courses like art criticism emerge
and grow in different sides. Besides elevation of works of art in this period, art criticism also affects the
taste, impression, imagination, and creativity of the artists and puts them through high action in the artistic
sphere. Art criticism in this period is followed by intra-structural and extra-structural processes whose main
expeditor, beyond the critic’s thought, is his Islamic ideology as he evaluates the works of art from this
viewpoint as a dominant principle in the 9th century criticism of art. Hence, this article makes a survey of

art criticism from different aspects and then identifies its latent and apparent evidences.

Keywords:
Master-pupil Process, Artistic Assemblies, Artistic Elite, Artist and Art-trainer, Criteria of Art Criticism,
Moragha’at (Calligraphic handwritings), Art Criticism Language.

9

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 15, Winter 2010


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-38-fa.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-10 ]

An Analytical Survey of Presence or Absence of Criticism and Literary Theory
in Classical Persian Literature

Mahdi Mohebati, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor at University of Zanjan

The debate over whether Persian literature - despite its diversity and variety of subject matters - enjoys a
symphonic literary system and “en bloc” critical principles, or it is merely based on discordant views and
disorganized “chimerical” preferences is a significant issue of our time not yet been appropriately dealt
with. Since believing in either side of presence or absence of criticism and literary theory in Classical
Persian Literature may lead into certain consequences, it could not be easily resolved or determined. This
paper tends to scrutinize the issue based on logic, literary evidences and views of great theoreticians to
present a precise picture of the case and then to establish one side of the debate for the readers and truth
seekers.

Keywords:
Persian Literature, Criticism and Literary Theory, Theorization.

8

Research Journal of the Iranian Academy of Arts 15, Winter 2010


http://pazhouheshnameh.ir/article-1-38-fa.html

[ Downloaded from pazhouheshnameh.ir on 2026-06-10 ]

Photographs and Meanings

Terry Barrett, Ph.D.
Department of Art Education and Art History

University of North Texas

The author of this article believes that photographs mean through use. That is, photographs attain meanings
by how they are used in society, according to the context in which they are situated, and for what reasons.
The author first makes a distinction between photography and other pictorial media and then divides all
photographs - including artistic and non-artistic - into six categories and makes clear that putting a single
photo in a certain category and then interpreting and understanding its meaning entails analysis within
context.

Keywords:
Photograph, Meaning, Context, Application of Photo, Interpretation of Photos.
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Russian Formalist Movement
and the Study of Language and Literature

Koorosh Safavi, Ph.D.

Professor of Linguistics at the University of Allameh Tabatabaee

This article uses the term ‘formalism’ as referring to the Formalist School shaped in the first decade of
the 20th century. It should be mentioned that no single point of view could be attributed to all prominent
figures of this school. Their only sharing point is their emphasis upon the choice of a scientific method for
the analysis of language and setting aside all psychological and cultural-historical approach to the study of
literary texts. Here the author describes the ideas of Formalist school thinkers and focuses on their manifest
ideological differences despite numerous similarities.

Keywords:
Russian Formalists, Language of Literature, Literary Criticism.
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Traditional Art and Secular Art from the Viewpoint of Frithjof Schuon

Ensha’allah Rahmati, Ph.D.

Associate Professor at Islamic Azad University — Tehran Central Branch

Throughout his works, Schuon has made numerous references to concepts like traditional art, sacred art,
religious art, and secular art. The first question that comes to one’s mind upon reading his works is how
these concepts are related with each other and what contrasts and overlaps are found among them. It seems
that Schuon saw the main opposition between the two concepts of traditional art and secular art while the
two other or similar concepts could be as well defined and understood in the light of the traditional and the
secular. This paper is an attempt to view the two opposing type of art from different perspectives. It can be
said that this opposition is basically set on the two arts’ different cosmological and anthropological grounds.
The traditional art’s ideology believes in the hierarchical order in both spheres of cosmology (macrocosm)
and anthropology (microcosm) with at least three distinct spheres, whereas secular art’s ideology believes
in two believes in a univalent - or optimum two spheres — for each man in the world. Therefore, the whole
opposition between the two types of art could be explained based on this principal opposition.

Keywords:
Traditional Art, Sacred Art, Religious Art, Secular Art, Macrocosm, Microcosm.
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Preface

Thanks to the Almighty God, the fifteenth issue of Pazhouheshnameh-e-Farhangestan-e-Honar, whence begins
its fifth year of continuous publication, is being presented to the readers. Having continuously published 15 issues,
Pazhouheshnameh now tends to focus on neglected areas of art and principal issues of Islamic-Iranian Art with a
new approach to the development of scientific borders while it will also have a survey and critical view of the current
situation to provide appropriate sources for researchers in different fields of culture and arts. Here we would like to call
for all researchers interested in cooperation with the journal to share their findings, articles and dissertations with us.
The present issue as the previous ones is composed of two sections. The first article at the general section makes a
survey of the concepts of Secular and Traditional Arts according to the theories of Frithjof Schuon. The second article
deals with the formation of the Russian Formalist School and various ideas of its leading figures. The last article in
the first section is penned by a foreign researcher upon the request of Pazhouheshnameh; it makes an analysis of
photographical meanings in different contexts and consequently offers a new taxonomy of photographs.

The critical section of the present issue consists of a detailed introduction and four specific articles that all deal with
Traditional Criticism, disputations over the idea of non-critiquability of traditional arts, and lack of criticism or relevant
critical sources. A glance at all articles included in this section reveals that art and literary criticism had actually existed
in ancient Persian texts in the form of certain expressions or attitudes, yet it has never been systematically theorized.
The articles of this section mainly deal with literature and visual arts. As for the next issue, we will hopefully deal with
the methodology of traditional criticism with focus on architecture. Finally, we should thank all contributing writers of

this issue as well as all other researchers and critics who share their opinions and writings with this periodical.
Ali Akbar Rezaei
Managing Director of Pazhouheshnameh
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